Edition 20 - 2022
Wednesday 20 July

TERM 3 2022
Tue 02 Aug
Wed 03 Aug
Thu 04 Aug
Thu 04 Aug
Thu 11 Aug
Thu 18 Aug
Mon 22 Aug
Tue 23 Aug
Thu 25 Aug
Wed 31 Aug
Mon 05 Sep
Wed 07 Sep
Fri 09 Sep
Thu 15 Sep
Fri 16 Sep
TERM 4 2022
Mon 03 Oct
Mon 31 Oct
Tue 01 Nov

6.30pm
All Day
2.00pm

2.15pm - 3.00pm

7.00pm - 8.30pm

School Council
3 Way Conferences - Teachers/Students/Parents - Children only attend for their conference.
Prep to Year 2 - Mini Athletics Carnival @ Alphington Park
Year 6 Girls Regional Footy Finals
Year 3 - Year 6 Athletics Carnival
IDSSA Basketball Round Robin Day
IDSSA District Athletics
YEAR 6 GRADUATION PHOTOS
Book Week Celebration and Special Persons/Grandparents Day (DRESS UP)
Year 4 Camp - Camp Jungai - Return Friday 2nd Sept
House Colour Run
Divisional Athletics
Student Free Day - PP Day for teachers (Osh Club will be running - book directly)
Yr 2 - 6 Concert (Ivanhoe Girls Grammar)
Last Day Term 3 - Please note early dismissal - 2.30pm

First Day Term 4 - Teachers and Students
Student Free Day
Public Holiday - Melbourne Cup

NB: Please check Compass for other dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change
Commitment to Child Safety.
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.
Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as
well as the safety of children with a disability.
If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website.

Principal Update – Melissa Mackenzie
We’re in the middle of another very busy week and a milestone for the skiers. We have many year 6’s and some 5’s at Mt
Buller for the APS ski camp. They have the best weather and plenty of snow. The teachers have been sending the families
pictures and updates on Compass and you can see in Shane’s report some of the students. This camp is only able to run with
the huge support from parents and I would like to acknowledge the parents who have taken time off work to attend,
provided food, organised bookings and logistics and the many other aspects that need to be completed for this camp to go
ahead.
Covid 19 update: we received and passed on the letter from the Education Department about mask wearing. I want to
reiterate that this is advice and not mandated. We are recommending that students and staff wear masks indoors. We have
not seen a huge number of positive cases over the last week and a half and hope that this is how the rest of the term plays
out. We continue to have the air purifiers running and doors and windows open where appropriate. There are masks
available, but it is preferable to send your child with their own. We have a good supply of RATS and will send home a box
with every student next week. If you need a box for your child, please come to the office.
Concerts 2022: We are pleased to let you know that we are planning to hold a concert for the Prep and Year 1 students early
in term 4. It will be offsite and in the evening. We will confirm the date and venue as soon as we can.

The year 2-6 concert will be on Thursday 15 September in the Ivanhoe Girls Grammar Performing Arts Centre (IGGS PAC).
The concert will run from 7-8:30pm. All students in years 2-6 will be performing and there will be some spoken parts for year
6 students. The audition process for these parts will be shared with the students early next week. Fingers crossed that we
could go ahead with these celebrations this year.
Footy on the turf: This has been an ongoing issue and has caused multiple injuries to students and staff. We have had to
make the rule that there is no AFL on the main turf before and after school when there are parents and toddlers along with
our students in the school. At recess and lunch, the strategy to manage the issue is “low and slow” to avoid the ball hitting
others from great height and unexpectedly. Unfortunately, some of our older students were unable to follow this and
despite multiple warnings and interventions they have decided that they will only play AFL at the park where they have much
more space and can ‘boot’ the ball. I told them that I respected their decision, but I was disappointed that they did not think
they could control themselves and change in response to the small and congested space. This will be in place for the
remainder of the week and then I will review with the students. The other two or three games of AFL at any one break all
had students respecting the need for this rule and working to follow it. Whilst I was disappointed with the older students, I
was heartened with the younger students who showed understanding and worked to make this a safe place for all.
Stage 2 upgrade: The main building is really taking shape and we are in the process of ordering new furniture and screens for
these spaces. This stage should be ready by the end of this term and while we don’t need the classrooms until next year, we
will move into the admin. area and offices. It will be so nice to have it all finished and be just like a brand-new school with
the oldest building being the BER which was built in 2010. We have been able to address so many ‘issues’ and solve old
problems along the way. One such ‘issue’ was being able to travel between the main building to the BER without getting wet
if it is raining. You may notice the veranda’s that have been built to combat this issue. Another success will be the installation
of drink taps on the south side of the school. It used to be that the younger students would need to come around the
building to the courtyard for a drink. That has been resolved. It will be exciting to see the end of construction.
Enjoy your week
Melissa Mackenzie
Principal
Reminder - Rapid Antigen Tests - RATS
The Education Department have let us know that they will be providing students and staff with more RATS.
Please feel free to collect from the office if needed or let your child’s teacher now if you would like a box sent home with
your child next week.

Assistant Principal Update – Shane Wilkie
Ski Camp Report
What an absolutely amazing day. The weather up on Mount
Buller was stunning. Blue skies, cool breeze and soft
powdery snow on the slopes.
We all definitely noticed the cold (1 degree) as we stopped
off at Yea. Once back on the bus other than a couple of upset
tummies on the windy roads it was an uneventful trip to
Mount Buller. There were lots of ‘oohhhs’ and ‘aahhhs’ as a
number of students saw snow for the first time.
The students were amazing as we unloaded the bus, got to
the lodge, dressed in our ski gear and then over to the ski
hire... all within the hour. The excitement and nervous
energy as we were fitted for our ski gear was palpable.

A massive acknowledgment
to the staff and parents
who made everything as
smooth as possible. After a
bit of a walk up the hill
everyone met up with their
ski instructor and got on
their ski journey. There
were lots of smiles and
laughs as students started
to find their ski feet. At the
end of the first lesson most
students stayed on
the slope for another 45
minutes practicing their
skills.
We settled into the lodge for dinner, relaxed watching a movie and got a
restful night of sleep before a day full of sunshine and skiing.
Today we will spend all day on the slopes, starting with our first lesson at 8:30am followed by a free ski, a second lesson after
lunch and then a final free ski to finish the day. Tonight we are having a trivia night.
I’m sure after a jam packed day we will all sleep very well tonight.
All the best.
Shane and the Mount Buller Crew 2022

Book Week @ APS
Hi Parents and Guardians,
On Thursday 25th of August we are having a book week celebration and we recommend that you bring a special person
along with you to share a book and enjoy the afternoon with your child.
This year's theme is… Dreaming with eyes open!
We will be very excited to see everyone dress up as their favourite book
character, and if you can’t find a costume, please come in your house colours.
All students will be colouring in some butterfly wings to be displayed in the library
on the day.

Grandparents or a Special person
______________________________________________________

Where: Alphington Primary School
When: 2:15-3:00 pm Thursday August the 25th
__________________________________________
Come and visit school and bring a book for the library. The activities the special people will be participating in are:
● A visit to your child's classroom
● Sharing some work or a book with your child
● Listening to a story in the gym read by the year six house leaders

Bring a book to donate and share!
By Allan and Cooper (Year 6)
Afternoon folks,
Big things are happening this term! Term 3 is the time for lovers of literature and dressing up to celebrate. Children’s Book
Council of Australia (CBCA) celebrates Book Week between 20th-26th of August. This year the theme is ‘Dreaming with Eyes
Open.’ The year sixes have planned a colouring competition and a large display for the library filled with wings!
Next week we are having a special performance of Stellarphant for the P-3 students; and The Detective’s Guide to Ocean
Travel for the 4-6 students. The Detective’s Guide to Ocean Travel is authored by an APS parent, Nicki Greenberg, who will
be attending to watch the performance with us. Stellarphant and The Detective’s Guide to Ocean Travel are on our library
shelves for all to enjoy.
The library loves books and would love your grandparent or special person to donate one this term. Your book will be on the
shelves with a personalised dedication for your children and their friends to read and enjoy. This is a lovely way to spread the
joy of books throughout the school.
Readings Kids have removed the postage for our school and ask that in the comments section you add this: Donation for
Alphington Primary School. It will appear as if you are being charged for postage but it will vanish when processed. They’re
good eggs at Readings and love the support of local schools.
Not everyone loves an online shopping spree and lucky for us we are surrounded by awesome book shops. Please feel free to
grab a book from your fave book seller and send that in your child’s bag with a note for the dedication. Book lovers aren’t
fussy, we just love all books. You could donate a favourite book that you read with your grandparents or find a book from their
childhood that they enjoyed.
https://www.readings.com.au/kids

Stay warm and happy reading.
Lizzy

We have a new name!
Your uniform provider will now be known as RH Uniforms
All our contact details remain the same. Go to:
www.rhuniforms.com.au
for all your APS uniform needs.

