Edition 17 - 2022
Wednesday 15 June

TERM 2 2022
Thu 16 Jun
Fri 17 Jun
Mon 20 Jun
Tue 21 Jun
Thu 23 Jun
Fri 24 Jun
TERM 3 2022
Mon 11th Jul
Tue 12th Jul
Tue 19 Jul
Tue 02 Aug
Wed 03 Aug
Thu 04 Aug

3.45pm - 5.15pm

2.30pm

CANCELLED WHOLE SCHOOL WORKING BEE
Reports available on Compass
Wear Pyjamas and a gold coin donation for Kids Under Cover (more info below)
School Council
Yr 6 Mixed Netball Round Robin
Last Day Term 2 - note early dismissal - 2.30pm

6.30pm
All Day
2.00pm

Student Free Day (OshClub will be running - contact directly to book in)
First day of Term 3 Students
Ski Camp (4 days)
School Council
3 Way Conferences - Teachers/Students/Parents - Children only attend for their conference.
Prep to Year 2 - Mini Athletics Carnival @ Alphington Park

6.30pm

NB: Please check Compass for other dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change

NB: Monday 11th July (first day Term 3)
is a Student Free Day
Commitment to Child Safety.
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.
Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as
well as the safety of children with a disability.
If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website.

Assistant Principal Update – Shane Wilkie
What an amazing Science Expo we had last Wednesday evening. It was fantastic to see so many students and families moving
around the school and engaging with all the wonderful science presentations. The Science Scavenger Hunts were very
popular with several entries submitted. It was great to see families and groups of students working together to find the
answers. The winners will be announced this Friday at assembly. A big thank you to all the teachers who supported students
in preparing their Science Expo displays and for generously giving of their time to ensure the night was such a great success.
There was a genuine buzz and excitement throughout the evening that really celebrated the return to normal school life in
2022.
Playground Upgrades – Yesterday the turf garden beds were completed as part of the building upgrades and the temporary
fencing has now been removed. Today and tomorrow, we are having new edging installed around the current Year 2
playground. This area will be cordoned off and out of bonds during this time. Staff will inform students to keep a safe
distance from the works while they are being completed.

School Website Update – Today we had a professional photographer onsite taking photos which will be used as part of the
Alphington Primary School updated website. We are very excited about this work, which has been happening throughout this
term. We are hoping to go live early in term 3 with the updated website, which will be much more device friendly, reflective
of our current vision and values, and offer a more engaging user experience.
Offsite Evacuation Drill – Providing the weather is suitable, we will hold an offsite evacuation to Alphington Park tomorrow.
As part of our annual emergency Management Plan, we are required to conduct drills at various points throughout the year.
This will be our first offsite evacuation for the year and the School Leadership Team meet yesterday to review the protocols
and the exit points given the changes which have occurred due to ongoing construction. Teachers of Prep students will
suitably prepare the younger students for their first offsite evacuation.
Term 3 Professional Learning Community (PLC) Focus - Throughout the year I have shared with families how we use PLCs to
collaborate to improve student learning. Building a PLC is a proven way for schools to increase student learning by creating a
culture that is:
•

focussed on continuous improvement by linking the learning needs of students with the professional learning and
practice of teachers

•

committed to professionalism and analysis of student data

•

fuelled by collaborative expertise.

In 2022 we have had a mathematics focus in Term 1, and a writing focus in Term 2. In Term 3 our focus for our PLC will be
reading, this will align with our whole school professional learning and with the semester two Tutor Learning Initiative (TLI),
which will focus on English.
During Term 3 our PLC priority learning area is the domain of ‘Empowering students’. Our staff have embedded the
processes and protocols around analysis of data, identifying a learning goal for a specific group of students and implementing
a research based pedagogical approach. Our next learning is how we involve student voice and agency in an authentic way as
part of the PLC process. In Term 2, this involved staff utilising assessment rubrics, student led goals and using Seesaw to
reflect upon learning. We will build upon some of these actions in our Term 3 Reading PLC.
Reports - Semester One Reports are being finalised this week. An electronic copy of your child’s report will be available for
you to view online, by 5pm Friday 17 June, and download as required from Compass. If you wish to receive a hard copy of
the report, please contact your child’s class teacher. The reporting on students’ achievements for the semester is an
important part of the assessment process and each child’s individual journey. We recommend families sharing the report
with their child, celebrating their achievements, and positively discussing the next learning steps. If you have any questions
regarding your child’s report, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.
WORKING BEE CANCELLED - Due to a few factors we have decided to cancel tomorrow’s planned working bee. The
significant chance of rain in the next 24 hours, the playground edging upgrade, and some conflicting appointments led to the
decision.
Have a great week everyone!
Shane Wilkie
Assistant Principal

Year 6 Baker Boy Excursion by Violet 6W
Last week the year sixes learned about Baker Boy for reconciliation week. We learned
about his culture, where he came from, and how he came to be a singer known worldwide.
Baker is known for his dual-language rapping. He sings in both English and Yolgnu Matha,
an Indigenous dialect that is native to the north-east of Arnhem Land in the
Northern Territory.

On Tuesday, 7th June, the Grade Sixes were lucky enough to get to go to a Baker Boy
concert at Hamer Hall. Not only that, but we also got free snack boxes, a Baker Boy
bucket hat and we got to see many other performances that varied from playing
instruments, dancing, and singing. The day was super fun, and I am so glad we went!

Library News
Afternoon folks,
The time has come for a stocktake of what we have in our school library. This is the perfect time to hunt high and
low for any books that need to come back. Last week on a visit to a rather large op shop I repurchased a few of our
APS library books that had found their way onto their shelves. The lengths some of these books go to for freedom!
They’re back now and can’t escape again until next term.
If you still have any books at home that you were covering, could these please find their way back too.
Stay warm and happy reading.
Lizzy

