Edition 16 - 2022
Wednesday 8 June

TERM 2 2022
Mon 13 Jun
Wed 15 Jun
Thu 16 Jun
Fri 17 Jun
Mon 20 Jun
Tue 21 Jun
Thu 23 Jun
Fri 24 Jun
TERM 3 2022
Mon 11th Jul
Tue 12th Jul
Tue 19 Jul
Tue 02 Aug
Wed 03 Aug
Thu 04 Aug

2.30pm

Public Holiday - Queen's Birthday
Regional Cross Country
WHOLE SCHOOL WORKING BEE
Reports available on Compass
Wear Pyjamas and a gold coin donation for Kids Under Cover (more info below)
School Council
Yr 6 Mixed Netball Round Robin
Last Day Term 2 - note early dismissal - 2.30pm

6.30pm
All Day
2.00pm

Student Free Day (OshClub will be running - contact directly to book in)
First day of Term 3 Students
Ski Camp (4 days)
School Council
3 Way Conferences - Teachers/Students/Parents - Children only attend for their conference.
Prep to Year 2 - Mini Athletics Carnival @ Alphington Park

3.45pm - 5.15pm

6.30pm

NB: Please check Compass for other dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change
Commitment to Child Safety.
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.
Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as
well as the safety of children with a disability.
If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website.

Principal Update – Melissa Mackenzie
With only a few weeks of this term left we are busy trying to fit in as much learning as we can. There are multiple excursion,
incursions and clinics happening. We have the Science Expo this afternoon and teachers are finalising their semester reports.
It has been a really productive term and we seem to have settled into the new norm. There is a wave of Covid cases through
the school, mainly hitting the year 5’s. There is a lot of illness with heavy colds and also a gastric ‘bug’. Thanks to all the
parents and carers who are keeping their sick children at home to rest and not spreading the illnesses that are prevalent at
the moment.
I have been participating in the Yellow Ladybugs online conference these past few days. Yellow Ladybugs is an organisation
set up to inform and support people, particularly females, with autism and/or ADHD. As teachers we find that girls who are
neuro divergent often present quite differently to boys. We are constantly seeking the latest information and strategies to
support executive functioning to help all of our students thrive at school. The conference has workshops with students
presenting and it is interesting to hear their perspectives about school. One of the take-aways so far has been the
importance of planning and preparation in supporting students to gather and organise thoughts. It is enlightening to take
part in these professional developments and be able to share expertise with teachers. I have attached a list of links that you
might find useful for supporting children at home.

Enrolments for 2023 continue to climb which is pleasing. We will be sending out the first round of letters in a couple of
weeks. Please enrol ASAP if you have a child starting here next year.
I am taking long service leave for the next couple of weeks and will travelling to Uluru to meet family who I have not seen for
a few years. Shane has kindly agreed to hold the fort while I am away. I wish you all a smooth end of term and restful holiday
break.
Have a great week
Melissa Mackenzie
Principal

Assistant Principal Update – Shane Wilkie
Tonight, Wednesday 8 June, join us from 3:45pm for our 2022 Science Expo. Families are invited to move around the school
and engage with the various scientific displays. Students and teachers have been busy this week finalising preparations for
the afternoon. We are very excited to have families back onsite to share and celebrate our love of scientific learning.
Attached to today’s newsletter is a copy of the scavenger hunt developed to compliment the Science Expo. Copies will also
be available to collect from classrooms at the Science Expo. Families who complete the scavenger hunt correctly will go into
the draw to win some science themed prizes.
Let’s Stamp Out Bullying – Yesterday students from Prep - 5 attended a performance to support managing conflict and
bullying at school. Using the STAMP acronym to teach students the following strategies.
Stay Away - How to avoid bullies.
Tell someone - Reporting bullying is not being a 'dobber'
Always help - The power of peers.
Make friends - Play with students who are being left out.
Play nicely - Make sure YOU are not being a bully.
A group of Year 5 students have also been developing posters for the playground to reinforce the messages around stamping
out bullying.
Over the final weeks of term classes will be talking about bullying during Circle Time, following up on strategies to prevent
bullying and exploring what it means to be an ‘upstander’. This work will continue throughout the year.
Learner Dispositions: As part of our continued efforts to support and develop students’ learning and wellbeing we are
developing our understanding of learner dispositions. Today I am including a further two learner dispositions that we are
exploring as a staff and with students.
Belonging reflects how much you feel you belong as part of a ‘learning community’ — at work or at home, or in
your wider social network. It’s about the confidence you gain from knowing there are people you learn well
together with and to whom you can turn when you need guidance, support and encouragement.
Creativity is using your imagination and intuition, being playful and ‘dreaming’ new ideas, having hunches, letting
answers come to you, rather than just ‘racking your brains’ or looking things up. It’s playing with ideas and
exploring ways to communicate your thinking in new and diverse ways.
Class Splits: In last week’s newsletter I discussed our process for splitting classes when we are unable to secure a Casual
Relief Teacher (CRT) due to staff absence. We have had a couple of instances in the last 7 days where we have needed to
split classes for part of the day to accommodate absences. The majority of classes who were split were done across their
year level and all students continued their curriculum program as planned. This has tended to be during inquiry where
students are encouraged to work collaboratively with students from other classes.
Proposed Working Bee – Thursday 16 June 3:45 - 5:00: We are proposing a Term 2 Working Bee to be held on Thursday 16 June from
3:45-5:00pm. We have a small number of jobs that need doing so would love to see lots of volunteers. Even if you can spare just 15
minutes, there will be a suitable task available. If you are attending the working bee, a reminder that you must sign in upon arrival.
This term’s Working Bee has the following tasks:
• Relocating Mulch on both playgrounds
• Removing leaf litter from the yard
• Weeding of the organic garden and surrounds
• General sweeping and tidying

Have a great week everyone!
Shane Wilkie
Assistant Principal
Family Scavenger Hunt
For the 2022 Science Expo families can go on a Science Scavenger Hunt through the Science Expo. With their scavenger hunt
clue sheet, a visit to each year level will find the answer to each of the questions. Families with correctly answered scavenger
hunts will go into the draw for some family science prizes.
There are two scavenger hunts; P-2 and 3-6.
Prep - 2 Scavenger Hunt
NAME:
Prep

CLASS:
Q. What did the Preps grow this Term?
A.

Year One

Q. Look at the lifecycles. What 4 lifecycles did the year 1s focus on?
A.

Year Two

Q. In the boat experiments, what was the shape of the plasticine that sank?
A.

Year Three

Q. What equipment do you need to make turquoise water?
A.

Year Four

Q. How many chicks hatched in 4G and 4J?
A.

Year Five

Q. Do rubber hands have the same properties as guitar strings?
A.

Year Six

Q. Explore the websites- can you find one animal that can camouflage?

A.
Bonus Video
Question

Q.

A.

Family Scavenger Hunt
For the 2022 Science Expo families can go on a Science Scavenger Hunt through the Science Expo. With their scavenger hunt
clue sheet, a visit to each year level will find the answer to each of the questions. Families with correctly answered scavenger
hunts will go into the draw for some family science prizes.
There are two scavenger hunts; P-2 and 3-6.
Year 3 - 6 Scavenger Hunt

NAME:
Prep

CLASS:
Q. What materials do you need to create a Hairy Grass Head?
A.

Year One

Q. Find the information report titled ‘Deadly Killers on Hammerhead Sharks’.
Find out: Do hammerhead sharks lay eggs?
A.

Year Two

Q. Which surface did the toy cars move slower on and why?
A.

Year Three

Q. What is gas produced in the Volcano experiment?
A.

Year Four

Q. What is the scientific word for the sprouting of a seed?
A.

Year Five

Q. How fast is the speed of light? How fast is the speed of sound?
A.

Year Six

Q. What are the 2 different types of change to matter?
Bonus points if you can tell us which of these 2 changes are IRREVERSIBLE…
A.

Bonus Video
Question

Q. What was Max from Year 3 going to pour into the bag to make the volcano?

A.

Library
Afternoon folks,
This week in the library we have been enjoying our scientific books. As I display them on the shelves, it’s the perfect time to
flick through and learn some interesting facts.
Three interesting facts from books in our school library that will blow your mind are: Did you know that grasshoppers have
ears in their bellies? Next time you want to talk to a grasshopper you will need to direct the conversation towards their belly.
My next interesting fact is about clouds. Clouds look light and fluffy but they are actually really heavy. They are as heavy as a
huge aeroplane. How interesting!
My final fact has to be about burping in space. You can’t burp in space with the absence of gravity. Sorry to let down the
people who wanted to travel to space to give this a try. You can’t!
These facts and many more can be found on the shelves in the library. Pop in and borrow a science book and fill your mind
with many cool, interesting facts.
Please continue to bring back your books and then you can borrow some new ones. If you have been busy contacting books
in your spare time, could these books please come back to school. We miss them and can’t wait to add them to our
awesome collection.
Here’s one last experiment for your body before I sign off. Can you hum a tune while holding your nose and mouth? Go
ahead, try this and let me know how you go. Happy learning of facts this evening to you all! Stay warm and keep reading.
Lizzy

https://jobs.yarracity.vic.gov.au/cw/en/job/495129/school-crossing-supervisor

