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Wednesday 18 May

TERM 2 2022
Thu 19 May

11.30am - 1.00pm

Fri 20 May
Sat 21 May
Tue 24 May
Wed 25 May
Fri 27 May
Mon 30 May
Wed 01 Jun
Wed 08 Jun
Wed 15 Jun
Thu 23 Jun
Fri 24 Jun

Whole School Dance Incursion - WEAR HOUSE COLOURS!!!

Student Free Day (OshClub will be running - contact directly to book in)
6.30pm
2.15pm

Election Day - APS BBQ - VOTE AT APS (From 8.00am)
School Council
APS OPEN DAY
Reconciliation Week
Student Free Day (OshClub will be running - contact directly to book in)
Divisional Cross Country
Science Expo
Regional Cross Country
Yr 6 Mixed Netball Round Robin
Last Day Term 2 - note early dismissal - 2.30pm

NB: Please check Compass for other dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change

Commitment to Child Safety.
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.
Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as
well as the safety of children with a disability.
If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website.

Principal Update – Melissa Mackenzie
We’ve had another busy and successful week at APS. I really admire the learning our students are doing, their friendliness
and display of the school values at all times. The Year 3 and 5 students completed their NAPLAN tests and for the first time
they were online. Our students approached the tests with confidence and a determination to do their best. These results
should arrive early next term. We have had more incursions and excursions as classes add to the learning in the classroom
with other experiences. There are many investigations happening across the school with chickens hatching, beans growing,
and planter boxes being constructed from recycled materials. The veggie garden has become an active space and there are
some keen gardeners planting succulents and propagating cuttings. APS is well known for these extra opportunities that we
offer students and the initiative we encourage them to take. It is so nice to return to these things as they could not happen
for a few years.
Election Day BBQ: School Council is running a sausage sizzle, coffee and cake stall this Saturday. We are still looking for
volunteers for the day. Please also donate a cake for the stall. Donations can be left at school on Friday or brought to the
school on Saturday morning. Cakes can be donated on a paper/plastic plate and covered with cling wrap – please also list
ingredients. The polling booth will be in the gym and is a great opportunity for the community to see this space.
The link for the volunteer roster is:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TSgbyeJmbsWRwMvGpP240GwW4Mggt_paZQ8gRiPDuI4/edit?usp=sharing
NB: Cash only.

Education Support Person’s Day: On Monday it was Educational Support person’s day. We celebrated the significant
contributions ES staff make to their school communities. Everyday ES staff work to keep our school running, supporting
students to learn/grow, assisting teachers to teach and working collaboratively to assist parents/carers and our wider
community. We have a fantastic team of Educational Support staff including Lizzy Ferguson in classrooms and the library,
Liliana Varvarigos and Lauren Van Kemenade in the office and our ICT tech is Arthur Lo. We thank all ES Staff for their
wonderful efforts.
2023 enrolments: We have begun the process of enrolling students for 2023. If you have a child starting school next year, we
ask that you complete and enrolment form as soon as possible to support us with the formation of classes.
This Friday is a Student Free Day with staff completing training in the morning and assessment analysis in the afternoon.
OSHC is available for those families that need the service.
Have a great week
Melissa Mackenzie
Principal

Assistant Principal Update – Shane Wilkie
Welcome to week 4 of Term 2. Hard to believe but we are almost at the halfway point of the term.
NAPLAN Online: This week we are finalising the catch-up sessions for those students who were absent last week. Overall
NAPLAN was very successful and the feedback from both students and teachers was that the testing period seems to have
improved as a result of moving online. Students’ familiarity working with devices and undertaking assessments online
regularly via Essential Assessment appears to have them well-prepared and feeling more comfortable. Students appeared
less anxious and there was a general positivity and sense of wiliness in completing the tests to the best of their ability.

The Numeracy assessment on Friday
provided the most discussion and some
of the first ‘it was harder’ comments of
the week. With the new adaptive
testing model it is possible for students
to see the most difficult questions
earlier in the assessment than previous
paper-based versions. So, we had a
discussion with students about this. I
have included an image from the
NAPLAN Online website which shows
how the adaptive testing works.

Road Safety: As the daylight hours become less and the weather more inclement, including darker sky and rain, traffic
conditions change due to visibility and cyclists and general pedestrian behaviour can be negatively impacted. I have noted in
the afternoon a greater number of cars at pick up time and an increase in pedestrians not using the designated crossing on
Yarralea Street. Can I remind all families of the importance of taking the extra 1 minute to travel via the school crossing. Not
a week goes by where I do not see a student almost step out between cars to cross Yarralea Street at a point other than the
crossing. I recognise that a number of students will cross the road at another point with their parents, however if I can
encourage everyone to model the correct pedestrian behaviour.

Mathematics Problem Solving Professional Learning: Last Wednesday evening our staff spent another two-hour session
with Maths Consultant Martin Holt. Continuing from the work in Term 1, we focussed on exploring ways to develop
mathematical tasks for students to open up the learning and encourage problem solving. As a staff we work on solving a
problem ourselves before developing problems for an upcoming unit using the backwards by design approach.
The problem we worked on shows how we can encourage rich conversation, problem solving, reasoning and mathematical
understanding in more open ways. The task relates to the teaching of vertical addition. However, rather than just giving
students a page of increasingly difficult ‘equations’ that simply require them to demonstrate understanding and fluency. The
problem below allows us to cover all the mathematic proficiencies of the curriculum.
Have a great week.
Shane Wilkie
Assistant Principal

APS Garden Club
Dear APS Community,
The A.P.S garden club are seeking donations from the community to help us run our club during Lunch and Recess. Thank you
to the people who have already donated! We are asking people to donate old garden tools, seeds, bags of potting mix and
plants you have laying around not getting used. We particularly need little handheld shovels (trowels) and handheld
gardening forks.
We will put a tub at the office, labelled ‘Gardening Donations’ where you can drop off items.
Thank you!

Wanted - Fabric and old clothes/textiles for Year 5 Project
Dear Alphington Primary School Community,
This term, Year 5 students will be designing and creating tote/library-style bags for kindergarten children entering primary
school next year.
The bags will be made using reused/recycled materials. Year 5 students are asking for any donations of old clothes, fabrics or
textiles that could be used for this project. The aim is to give these materials a new life.
Year 5 students have been learning how to hand sew, and will learn to sew using a sewing machine for this project.
If you have any clean clothes, textiles/fabrics that could be used for this project, please drop them off in the marked box
outside the school office.
Many thanks for your support.
Year 5 Students and Teachers

CITY OF YARRA

Rethink, reduce, reuse and recycle
There is more to waste than what we throw away. We are looking to create a
strategy that changes the way we look at waste and create a more sustainable
Yarra.
Every year more than 80 billion tonnes of raw materials like metal, cardboard and plastics are consumed worldwide. That's
set to double by 2060. Right now, only 9% of that raw material is reused and recycled. This is because our current waste
system struggles to do much with our materials after it's thrown it away.
In line with our Council Plan and State Government policy, we’re working to reduce waste at each step, from design and
purchasing to use and disposal creating a circular economy.
To support this transition, we’re developing Yarra’s Circular Economy Strategy 2022/30 and action plan that will guide our
work on waste for the next 8 years.
Find out more and give your insights here: https://yoursayyarra.com.au/circulareconomy

