Edition 12 - 2022
Wednesday 04 May

TERM 2 2022
Mon 09 May
Wed 11 May
Wed 11 May
Thu 19 May
Sat 21 May
Fri 20 May
Wed 25 May
Mon 30 May
Wed 01 Jun
Wed 08 Jun
Wed 15 Jun
Thu 23 Jun
Fri 24 Jun

7.00pm
11.30am - 1.00pm

2.15pm

IDSSA District Cross Country
NAPLAN Begins - Year 3 and 5
Ski Camp Information Evening - Webex
Whole School Dance Incursion
Election Day - APS BBQ - VOTE AT APS (From 8.00am)
Student Free Day (OshClub will be running - contact directly to book in)
APS OPEN DAY
Student Free Day (OshClub will be running - contact directly to book in)
Divisional Cross Country
Science Expo
Regional Cross Country
Yr 6 Mixed Netball Round Robin
Last Day Term 2 - note early dismissal - 2.30pm

NB: Please check Compass for other dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change

Commitment to Child Safety.
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.
Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as
well as the safety of children with a disability.
If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website.

Principal Update – Melissa Mackenzie
It has been a lovely start to the week with our annual Fun Run yesterday. We were so lucky with the weather! The students
showed great determination and persistence as they completed some long-distance running. Some of the younger students
were hard to stop and they completed many more laps than the one they were asked to do. In fact, I needed to stand in the
middle of the course and tell some of them to stop running! Their enthusiasm and support of each other made me feel
proud. Thanks to Megan for her organisation and to the many parents who came along to help or to watch the event.
As you will have read last term, we are having terrible trouble finding replacement staff. Very late last year Nisha left APS
and we have tried multiple times unsuccessfully, to employ a new Performing Arts teacher. We have had CRT’s and have
managed to provide a very basic program. We are now in conversations with companies who will come into the school and
provide a short term program for the year 2-6 students for next term. We have also employed Christy for another day to
teach Performing Arts for the Prep and Year 1 students, she is not able to teach the whole school Performing Arts as most of
her time is teaching Visual Arts. You will see Katie Goldwater back from Family leave for this term as she is providing planning
time for the teachers, usually gained when the students go to Performing Arts. While it is unfortunate that we have been
unable to employ a suitably qualified Performing Arts teacher, we believe that utilising a company with expertise in
performance and production will allow us to provide the best possible opportunities for our students this year.
I have reminded parents a few times through the newsletter about paying school charges and that the excursion/ incursion
levy is user pays. Families who have not paid this levy will be receiving a letter this week. Please pay as soon as possible and
contact the school if you would like to arrange a payment plan.

APS is a polling booth for 21 May election and the School Council are holding a BBQ/ cake and coffee stall. There is a flyer in
the newsletter and more information on Compass. It will be an opportunity for the community to see the gym and enjoy a
sausage.
There has been some confusion about the easing of restrictions and what that means for students at school. Students and
staff who are household contacts of a positive COVID-19 case are no longer required to quarantine. They can return to school
as long as they undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times within their 7-day period and wear face masks indoors if they are
aged 8 and above unless they have a valid exemption. If during the 7 days they return a positive RAT they must then isolate
for the required 7 days. Please contact the school if you are unsure.

Have a great week
Melissa Mackenzie
Principal

Assistant Principal Update – Shane Wilkie
I hope everyone has settled back into the routine of school following the Easter Break. On Friday we held our Anzac Day
commemoration as part of our weekly assembly. It was a wonderful commemorative service led by our Year 6 Student
Leaders. A special acknowledgement to all students, who demonstrated wonderful respect and listening for the duration of
the assembly.

Wellbeing Student Data: As part of our continued work to support students’ well-being and achievement of the personal
and social capability curriculum, staff have been analysing student data gathered through our end of Term 1 Wellbeing
Check-in. The termly survey provides insight into how students are feeling about school from both a personal and
interconnected sense. Yesterday staff met in teams to analyse our first collection and set some draft goals in response to the
data. During weekly 4Rs lessons, Circle Time, and extra curriculum opportunities, staff will work with students on goals to
support students with their wellbeing and learning dispositions. Some themes that were identified to focus on included:
• Being positive in trying different strategies when faced with a challenge in new learning
• Developing a positive self-esteem and view of ourselves as learners
• Understanding that learning is a continuum and being a good learner does not necessarily mean receiving the highest
or best marks

Learner Dispositions: As part of our continued efforts to support and develop students’ learning and wellbeing we are
developing our understanding of learner dispositions. Today I would like to introduce you to two learner dispositions that
have been identified through research as those that can support students to become agents of their learning.
Mindful Agency is taking responsibility for your own learning. It’s about how you manage your feelings, your
time, our energy, your actions and the things you need to achieve your goals. It’s knowing your purpose —
then knowing how to go about achieving it; stepping out on the path towards your goals.

Hope and Optimism is being confident that you can change and learn and get better over time. It is helped by
having a positive learning story to reflect upon, that gives you a feeling of having ‘come a long way’ and of
being able to ‘go places’ with your learning.

APS FUN RUN: Yesterday we held our APS Fun Run. For students in Years 3-6, the event was also an opportunity to trial for
the District Cross Country team. All times for these students were recorded, and the 10 fastest students for each age group
will be selected to compete at the District Cross Country event.
Students ran in house groups again this year, with lots of fun, support, and friendly competition. We were joined by the
children from Yarralea Kindergarten, who ran a lap with our Prep students and Year 6 Kindy Action Team. Congratulation to
all students for participating and competing in such a positive way.
A big thank you and acknowledgement to all those parents and families who attended either as volunteers or supporters. It
is wonderful to be able to be back holding community events such as these.
Our PE teacher, Megan, did a fabulous job in organising the event, and has compiled the list of students who will progress to
District trials to be held next Monday 9 May.
NAPLAN Online: From Tuesday 10 May students in Years 3 and 5 will undertake NAPLAN online assessment tests.
NAPLAN is a point-in-time assessment that allows parents and carers to see how their child is progressing in literacy and
numeracy against the national standard and compared with their peers throughout Australia.
At the classroom level, NAPLAN provides additional information to support teachers’ professional judgement about student
progress.
Federal, state and territory education ministers agreed to gradually transition NAPLAN online by 2022. NAPLAN online is a
tailored test that adapts to student responses, providing better assessment and more precise results. The NAPLAN Online
platform is designed for students to undertake tests in the following order: Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language and
Numeracy.
Year 3 students will complete their writing assessment using traditional pencil and paper format, while students in year 5 will
use the online platform.
All classes have spent considerable time ensuring students have had opportunities to use the NAPLAN Online platform under
practice test conditions. We have also spent time ensuring students are comfortable leading into the NAPLAN period,
reassuring them that these are point in time assessments and that they simply try their best.
If you have any questions or queries regarding the upcoming NAPLAN Online, please contact your child's teacher.
Have a great week everyone!
Shane Wilkie
Assistant Principal

Scholastic Book Club
Issue 3 of Scholastic’s Book Club is now open. Catalogues are being sent home with students this week.
You will need to log in and update class details for 2022 or create an account for new students. Orders need to be submitted
by Friday 13th May 2022. If you have any questions or issues processing your order, contact Samantha Price, Book Club
Organiser on 0413 186 370.

OHMP – Drums Update
Rory will be going on a short tour soon so there will be no drum lessons between the 24th of May and the 6th of June.
He will also advise parents directly.

Library News - May the 4th be with you all!
Today being Star Wars Day is a good day to share with you George Lucas's favourite book that inspired his famous
films. Every legend begins by reading books and perhaps the next time you borrow a book from the library, you
too will be inspired to create a movie about a galaxy far, far away.
When George Lucas was young, he would often be found in his school library reading a copy of Doc Smith's 1937
novel Galactic Patrol. This book features a telepathic warrior that destroys a planned military base. This book was
a big influence on the first film in the original Star Wars trilogy. One final interesting fact is about George Lucas's
dog, Indiana. Indiana was a rather large Alaskan Malamute that would sit beside George in the car on a drive.
People would mistake Indiana for a human, and this became the inspiration for the character Chewbacca. The
name Indiana would go on to become another hero in a famous movie. Both Indiana Jones and Chewbacca
enjoyed reading too!
The library has many new books available for borrowing. It is great to see the students returning their books so
others can borrow and enjoy. Please keep checking around the house for any missing books and make sure they
haven't ended up in a galaxy far, far away.
Keep reading and remember that the books you read today can lead to amazing things
tomorrow!
Lizzy Ferguson

