Edition 09 - 2022
Wednesday 30 March

TERM 1 2022
Fri 01 Apr
Sat 02 Apr
Fri 08 Apr
TERM 2 2022
Mon 25 Apr
Tue 26 Apr
Tue 03 May
Mon 09 May
Wed 25 May

2.30pm

11.30am
2.15pm

IDSSA District Footy Round Robin Year 6 (Girls)
APS Trivia Night
End TERM 1 - please note early dismissal

Public Holiday - ANZAC DAY - No Students or Staff
TERM 2 Commence - all students and staff
APS Fun Run
IDSSA District Cross Country
APS OPEN DAY

NB: Please check Compass for other dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change
Commitment to Child Safety.
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.
Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as
well as the safety of children with a disability.
If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website.

Principal Update – Melissa Mackenzie
We have had another very busy and productive week at APS. A few more Covid cases and many students isolating due to
family members being positive. As I have spoken about before, the teachers are doing a brilliant job with keeping all students
connected and managing the constantly changing class compositions with students coming in and out of the class. We are
grateful that we are able to manage this and there have been no lockdowns this term.
We have the installation of the concrete and brick blades for the new building today and tomorrow. This involves a huge
crane to lift the pieces into place. This has provided the students with great insight into the logistics involved in this process
and part of the building.
This Saturday night we are holding a Trivia Night at the Furlan Club. It is planned to be a fun night and the first time we’ve
been able to gather in this way for over two years. A special thanks to Todd, Steph and Melissa for organising and persisting
with the event.
Just a reminder that the last day of term is next Friday 8 April, and we finish school at 2:30pm.
Have a lovely week
Melissa Mackenzie – Principal

Assistant Principal Update – Shane Wilkie
Welcome to week 9. What a busy, but amazing busy we’ve had. Assembly on Friday was a great insight into the fact that
schools are well on their way to returning to normal following the last 2 years. We had Harmony Day presentations, SRC
Badge presentations, lots of VIPs, acknowledgment of individual swimming and tennis achievements, team sporting
achievements, World’s Greatest Shave fundraising events, Chess Tournament presentations and it was Ride2School Day with
an afternoon of House activities. It really demonstrated the sense of connectedness and belonging that is returning to
schools and created a great sense of pride about APS.
NAPLAN Coordinated Practice Test: A big congratulations to our Year 3 and Year 5 students who successfully took part in the
NAPLAN Online Coordinated Practice Test (CPT). We were well prepared following our 2021 School Readiness Test, with
devices all set up, new headphones purchased and a clear timetable to ensure transition between year levels. Our Year 3 and
Year 5 teachers implemented the practice tests effectively with lots of learning put into practice on the day. However, the
greatest success was how well our students adapted to the process and the NAPLAN Online platform, working comfortably
on their netbooks, and progressing through both the Writing Test and Omnibus Test in a confident and timely manner.
The next steps in preparing for the NAPLAN Online Tests in May is to continue using the public demonstration and training
sites to continue to build students’ familiarity with the question types, platform tools, and working in the online testing
environment. The Year 5 students will undertake their Omnibus Test sometime next week at their teacher’s discretion.
Term 2 Curriculum Planning: Next week year level teaching teams will be released during staff meetings and their weekly
planning time to prepare their term 2 curriculum unit overviews. This process involves reviewing the whole school
curriculum plan for each of the curriculum subjects of English, mathematics, wellbeing, and integrated inquiry, referencing
the Victorian curriculum for the relevant year level, as well as looking at the curriculum content descriptions and
elaborations for the year towards and beyond. Teachers then design the lesson sequence, including the learning intentions,
success criteria, key questions, assessment tasks and areas for differentiation.
School Building Lockdown Drill – Next Wednesday 6 April we will run the second part of our Term 1 Emergency
Management Plan process. This will involve the school being placed into a simulated lockdown event. This drill is necessary
to prepare for events such as extreme weather, accidents or major incidents that may occur in the local area, unknown
persons onsite or events which may require all staff, students, and visitors to remain accounted for indoors.
On Tuesday we will play the alert tone that will sound on Wednesday to signify the commencement of the drill and review
with students the purpose and processes for carrying out the lockdown. We will also ensure that we differentiate between
the purpose of a lockdown drill as opposed to the recent lockdown experiences related to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Have a great week everyone!
Shane Wilkie - Assistant Principal
School Council Overview – Tuesday 22 March 2022
Hire of Gymnasium: Melissa updated council on the gymnasium hiring process. The hirer agreement is being developed with
DET. The final handover details with the AV Sound people and the scoreboard installation are planned to be completed prior
to the end of the term. Melissa has met with the cleaners to develop a cleaning schedule which is required prior to hiring
commencing.
Melissa proposed that School Council approve the school to allow Alphington Netball Club to utilise the gymnasium for the
final weeks of term, with an official hirer’s agreement to commence from term 2.
School Council discussed the different contextual elements that sit around the current agreement with the Netball Club and
ensuring that the access is clearly communicated and transparent to the community. School Council agreed that a clear end
plan as to how prospective hirers approach the school to enquire about entering into a hiring agreement be developed.
Email about the City of Yarra Transport Strategy: School Council representatives will check what possible outcomes could be
positive for the school and how School Council might respond to the strategy. Shane discussed the updated road safety
measures on Adams Street (new pine bollards, reinstated parking signs). Shane reported that there is continued
communication to asphalt the path to make it safer for pedestrians and support disabled access.

Finance: Melissa and Gareth reported that the school received a grant for $25000 for the shade sail project. The
details for completion are being negotiated to tie in with the Stage 2 upgrade completion later in the year.
Occupation Health and Safety: Shane reported that the evacuation drill proceeded as planned. While there were still issues
with the bell system, these have since been rectified and the updated speakers, software and amplifier will now allow us to
undertake a ‘Lockdown’ drill prior to the end of term. This will be presented and shared with the community and students
prior to ensure anxiety levels can be managed.
Fundraising and Community Events:
1.1 Prep and Year 1 Parent evening – Held last Thursday night in the gymnasium
1.2 Trivia Night- April 2 with tickets closing last Friday
1.3 2023 APS Fair – begin the planning for dates and pre-bookings
1.4 Brainstorming an event for the second half of the year that can be celebrated before the end of the year –

specifically to involve students

SRC Update:
Our SRCs have had an exciting start to the year! We have surveyed our classes and set three goals already to help make our
school an even better place.
One of the goals is to make a new SRC Hub area in our school where there will be photos of us, so you know who to go to if
you have a suggestion. There will also be a suggestion box so that students can put ideas into for the SRCs to look at.
Keep a look out for our new SRC Hub area next term!
Ollie K and Siena G

Library News
Hello fellow bookworms,
What glorious books have you enjoyed this week? I enjoyed reading about a mean fella by the name of Count Olaf and all of
the unfortunate events that occurred while he was in charge. A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket is available
to borrow if you too would like to read about Count Olaf. Hopefully your week has not been full of unfortunate events!
This week Lauren and Liliana will be sharing their favourite childhood books. These books will be on display for your reading
pleasure. Perhaps you could pop in and ask Liliana to read her favourite story in Portugese and find out the word for
butterfly. Lauren can share her favourite spell from Harry Potter and turn you into a magical creature!
What books did you read again and again when you were a youngster?
My favourite book as a child was The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. My parents
would read it to me in Portuguese as their English was very limited. This book was very
special to me as this was the book my parents would read to me every day and we would
always laugh about how much food the caterpillar ate but my favourite part was at the
end when the caterpillar turned into a butterfly.
I then began reading this to my own children, which then become one of their favourite
books.
Liliana – Business Manager

As I child I read and loved the Secret Seven by Enid Blyton. I also loved the Babysitters Club and
remember reading them over and over. However, my favourite books were old cookbooks. I
loved the Women’s Weekly Birthday Cake Book and memorized the recipes. I also read the
Common-Sense Cookbook…… yes, I love food!! When I had my own children, I have fond
memories of reading “Harry Potter” over and over. They were on high rotation in my house,
and it was wonderful to get lost in a world of “Witchcraft and Wizardry”.
Lauren – APS Office
Thank you to those families that have found books and have come into the library to return them. Many of these books have
been under the couch for a very long time. It’s good to have them back on the shelves. They love being with their fellow
book friends.
Happy Reading Folks!
Lizzy Ferguson

