Edition 08 - 2022
Wednesday 23 March

TERM 1 2022
Thu 24 Mar
Tue 22 Mar
Fri 25 Mar
Fri 01 Apr
Sat 02 Apr
Fri 08 Apr
TERM 2 2022
Mon 25 Apr
Tue 26 Apr

6-8pm

2.30pm

Foundation and Grade 1 Parents Welcome Night
Regional Swimming Carnival
RIDE TO SCHOOL DAY
IDSSA District Footy Round Robin Year 6 (Girls)
APS Trivia Night - New Date
End TERM 1 - please note early dismissal

Public Holiday - ANZAC DAY
TERM 2 Commence - all students and staff

NB: Please check Compass for other dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change

School Council Approved Student Free Days
Term 2 - Friday 6 May
Term 3 - Monday 11 July - 1st Day of Term 3
Term 4 - Monday 31 October - Day before Melbourne Cup
Commitment to Child Safety.
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.
Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as
well as the safety of children with a disability.
If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website.

Principal Update – Melissa Mackenzie
Please note: There is a planned road closure on Phillips St 29/30 March for the delivery and installation of concrete panels.
More details to come in the next few days.
We have seen a rapid increase in positive Covid cases across the school in the last week. There are small clusters of students
in some classes, individuals from some classes and siblings all becoming positive with RATS and also PCR tests. We are
reminding students to wear masks from year 3 upwards and this would be helped if parents made sure their child has a mask
to wear. Teachers are making sure the class spaces are ventilated, the air purifiers are on, hand sanitiser and masks are
available. In addition, we have students isolating because someone else in their home is positive.
As I mentioned last week, I would like to thank the parents who are showing understanding for the teachers who are having
great disruption to their teaching. We have students with staggered attendance throughout the week due to Covid, either
being positive or isolating and then returning after 7 days. The teachers are working really hard to ensure that the face-toface program is meeting the students’ needs and in addition are providing some learning and connections for those at home.
The most important work that teachers are doing is with the students at school and so there may be delays for the students
at home. When your child is sick, they need to rest and recover, there is no expectation from the school that they complete
work during this time. When they are better or if they are isolating then they will be provided with some learning tasks that
can be done at home.

School Charges: At this stage we only have 38% of families who have paid their Curriculum charge and Excursion/ Incursion
levy. Please note that this levy is user pays and students will not be able to attend if this has not been paid. We are asking all
families to settle their money owing by the end of this term. If you are suffering financial hardship, then please contact the
office for arrangements to be made.
I have spoken many times through this forum about the projects we have in planning. Monies raised from fundraising in past
years has been tagged for projects which are now being realised. The first project is the upgrade of the forest area, including
the installation of new senior play equipment. The money raised by the school community, with some money from the
school upgrade and also supplemented by some school money will see this project completed. The second project that has
fundraising money attached is the upgrade of the Prep play equipment and play area. As part of the school upgrade we are
revamping the whole of the Southern end of the school. It will be turned into a junior play area with play equipment,
including some new pieces and the relocation of the year 1 equipment. Next to this area will be an outdoor learning space
that we will call the ‘Curiosity corner’ which will be covered with new shade sails supplied through a grant that we secured.
The rest of the area will be turfed to create a running and active play space for the younger students. The funds for all of
these components are coming from the community raised funds, School upgrade funds and school funds.
I was able to attend the regional swimming championships yesterday and see 5 of our students competing. They were all
very nervous but overcame their nerves to swim superbly. The students were chasing their personal best time, and some
were able to beat this which is amazing. To swim 50m in 33 seconds is astounding. I felt so proud of their efforts and the
school acknowledged them when they returned and will again at assembly on Friday. The next step is State championships if
they are selected from their times for this event. Well done, Ben, Matilda, Mia, Oscar and Alice.
Have a lovely week
Melissa Mackenzie – Principal

Assistant Principal Update – Shane Wilkie
Welcome to week 8. I hope everyone is travelling okay as we head towards the end of term one and into the Easter holiday
period.
Harmony Day: This week we celebrated
Harmony Day to celebrate the diversity of our
school. Students took part in a range of activities
focusing on inclusivity and ensure a sense of
connectedness and belonging.
Ride2School Day - Friday 25 March: National
Ride2School Day is Australia’s biggest
celebration of active travel. It is a day full of fun
and colour where students, teachers and parents
discover the joy of riding and kick-start healthy habits for the future. APS is a strong cycling
community with a significant number of students and staff regularly riding to school. We
look forward to seeing the bike racks overflowing this Friday. Please remember to ride safely
and follow road rules.
NAPLAN Coordinated Practice Test – Thursday 24 March – 11:30am
Tomorrow our Year 3 and Year 5 students will take part in the Coordinated Practice Test (CPT) as part of the preparations for
the 2022 NAPLAN Online. This is an event being undertaken by schools across Australia. The Year 5 students will commence
at 11:30 to practice the Writing assessment and the Year 3 students will do an Omnibus test from 12:15pm which provides
questions from Language Conventions, Reading and Numeracy NAPLAN Tests. It is important to note that the CPT are not
formal assessments and students will not be graded or receive any results for this test.
Once completed we will review the processes and ensure staff and students are adequately prepared for the tests to be held
in May. The Year 5 students will also be given an opportunity to complete an Omnibus Practice test prior to the official test
window.

Working Bee: Thank you to those families who supported at last week’s working bee. We
managed to complete most of the jobs on the list. Both turf areas were cleared of excess tan
bark and gravel, as were the pathways around the Year 1 and Year 3 / 4 playground. We
successfully moved 7 cubic metres of tan bark under the playground at the main entrance and
repositioned tan bark on the Year 2 playground. Time was spent preparing the Organic Garden
for Autumn planting. The trees along Yarralea Street behind the Year 2 portables were trimmed
and look much neater. There was also lots of general tidying, rubbish and leaf litter collection as
well as sweeping paths.
The Year 6 Environment Action Team will continue working on maintaining the grounds over the
next few weeks as well as developing other small-scale projects to improve the school
environment.

Class Splits – In previous newsletters I have discussed our process for splitting classes when we are unable to secure a Casual
Relief Teacher (CRT) due to staff absence. In recent weeks there have been occasions when we were unable to get a CRT
through the agency. This meant we did do a couple of splits. I would like to acknowledge teachers who were flexible and
adaptable to ensure that for those couple of classes who were split, we were able to do it across their year level and all
students continued their curriculum program as planned. A big thank you to those teachers who accommodated students
and ensured there was continuity of learning.
Have a great week everyone!
Shane Wilkie - Assistant Principal

Please use the QR Code in the poster, and thanks to those who have
already generously donated.

Regional Swimming Carnival
On Tuesday 22nd of March, five students represented Alphington
Primary School at the Regional Swimming Carnival. They displayed
excellent school spirit. Congratulations to everyone who participated,
particularly Alice who has qualified to swim at States. A big thank you
to all the parents who supported with the day.

Our Year 6 Soccer Round Robin Teams

Division Tennis
By Mariana 5BM
On Monday, I competed in a series of games at the Division
Tennis competition at Eaglemont Tennis Club. I beat my
opponents 6 0 and 6 3. I took home the overall win for my
division and I am thrilled to get through to Regionals.

Library News
Hello fellow bookworms,
Hope you are all devouring a fabulous book before bedtime each evening. Each week we will be hearing from our staff and finding out what
they loved to read when they were young….. long ago. This week the team from year six have shared some of their favourites. Many of
these books are available in our school library for your enjoyment.
Thank you to those families that have donated books for our library. We love receiving books and the students love to borrow these. Please
continue to look for any missing books and bring them back. We love our books.
What books did you read again and again when you were a youngster?
William Nevill - 6WN
As a little tacker I enjoyed the ‘Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle, I could relate to the caterpillar because it was always hungry. When I got a
little bit older I fell in love with Andy Griffiths as an author. In particular his book called ‘Just Tricking’. I would always laugh out loud and
loved some of the antics he and Terry got up to at home. Some of the things reminded me of what was happening in my family.

Jessie Neil - 6JN
My first memory of books is from when I was a toddler- every night, my dad used to read me a picture book. My favourite one was ‘The
Journey Home’ by Allison Lester (we still quote lines from this book as a family!) As I got a little older, he used to read me Enid Blyton books,
‘The Magic Faraway Tree’ and ‘The Wishing Chair’. I absolutely loved these stories, and being read them by my dad just made them even
more special.
I am a true Harry Potter fanatic, and still remember the first time I read ‘The Philosophers Stone’ in Year 6- the magic of Hogwarts just
completely drew me in, and from that moment on, I was hooked! I lined up out the front of the book store on the day each new Harry Potter
book was released, and would stay up well into the night to find out what happened. I have devoured the series countless times, and still
absolutely adore the books.
Claire Schiller - 6CS
Alison Lester was a favourite author/illustrator in our house. The first Alison Lester book I remember reading was Imagine, as I was utterly
captivated by the illustrations, page by page. I love that each time I read it, it seems fresh somehow, with new discoveries to be found.
Another favourite is Are We There Yet? As it always brings back clear memories of our family trips, squished in the back of the old Mazda.
Very nice selection of books Jessie, Will and Claire. Thanks for sharing with the APS community. Looking forward to finding out some more
favourites next week.
Happy reading folks!
Lizzy Ferguson

APS Trivia Night - last week to buy tickets!
Ticket sales for the APS Trivia Night close at 4pm on
Friday 25 March.
If you are thinking of attending but haven’t got your ticket yet do it
now! It promises to be an awesome night with trivia, fancy dress,
light food, DJ, drinks available for purchase and the chance to have a
great time as a school community at the Furlan Club until 1am. From
what we are hearing some of the costume ideas will be worth the
ticket price alone to see! Further details including the trybooking
link can be found in the attached flyer.
We hope to see you there!

Reminder - Foundation & Grade 1
Parents Welcome Night
We are excited to be able to hold our Welcome Night this year in the
new gym building on Thursday 24 March from 6-8pm.
The event is for both Foundation and Grade 1 parents this year as
the event was not able to be held last year.
This is a fantastic evening and a great opportunity for parents to get
to know each other.
Please see the event flyer for further details.

