Edition 03 - 2022
Wednesday 16th February

TERM 1 2022
Wed 16 Feb
Tue 01 Mar
Thu 03 Mar
Mon 07 Mar
Fri 18 Mar
Tue 22 Mar
Fri 01 Apr
Sat 02 Apr
Fri 08 Apr
Tue 26 Apr

Introductory Meetings
Talking the Talk (Sexual Education) - Parent Seminar - Book Online (see flyer)
Ivanhoe District Swimming
Divisional Swimming
ISDDA District Soccer Round Robin - Year 6
Regional Swimming Carnival
IDSSA District Footy Round Robin Year 6 (Girls)
APS Trivia Night - New Date
End TERM 1 - please note early dismissal
TERM 2 Commence - all students and staff

2.30pm

NB: Please check Compass for other dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change

2022 Victorian school term dates

Start date

Finish date

Term 1

28 January
Students start 31 January in government
schools

8 April

Term 2

26 April

24 June

Term 3

11 July

16 September

Term 4

3 October

20 December

Commitment to Child Safety.
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.
Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as
well as the safety of children with a disability.
If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website.

Principal Update – Melissa Mackenzie
We’ve had another settled week full of learning and celebration. The Introductory Meetings are happening with 80% of
families taking the opportunity to meet their child’s teacher. These meetings prove very successful in sharing information
and noticings as we start the year. Thanks to the teachers who work late into the evening to enable this to happen in a timely
way.
Stage 2 building works are well underway with the important concrete pour happening next Tuesday 22 February and
Wednesday 23 February. Please find a letter attached to the Compass post. This must be a continuous pour and so there will
be a steady stream of concrete trucks from 7am on these days. There will be a letter drop to the immediate neighbours and
we ask parents to be patient and walk on these days if you can. If driving, it is suggested that you park away and walk the last
part to ease the already congested streets. Please also be careful on the streets as little running pedestrians can be hard to
see.
Annual School Council Election: The process now begins. We need 5 parent representatives and 3 DET representatives to
form the 2022 Council. If you are interested you can be nominated or self-nominate for this two year role. Council will also
co-opt a community member at the first meeting, which will be on 25 March. Nominations must be received at the office by
Wednesday 23 February 4pm. A ballot will only be required if the number of nominations exceeds the number of positions.
Have a lovely week
Melissa Mackenzie
Principal

Assistant Principal Update – Shane Wilkie
Welcome to week 3. It has been wonderful that the start of the 2022 school year has resembled what one could describe as
a ‘normal’ start to the school year. Last week we had the Years 3-6 swimming carnival, excursions, an assembly with parents
in attendance, and a real sense of normal school activities being undertaken. Thank you to our community for their
continued support of the covid-safe processes which are allowing us to commence the school year positively.
School Rights and Values: The beginning of the school year is a timely opportunity to review with students and our
community the rights and values that we use to guide student learning, behaviour, and personal and social development.
At Aplington Primary School we have two rights that guide our day-to-day actions:



We all have the right to feel safe
We all have the right to learn as much as possible

Alongside the two rights, APS has adopted a set of values to guide the conduct and practices of persons who represent the
school and which the school fosters in its relationships. These attitudes are the basis on which the social competencies of
students are developed. These are:






Kindness: Demonstrating empathy and being inclusive; displaying gratitude.
Respect: Consideration for self, others and the world around us; being polite and courteous.
Resilience: Being flexible and able to bounce back; being optimistic.
Curiosity: Showing interest and wonder; making choices; a love of learning.
Integrity: Being honest and fair; having a sense of what’s right and living it.

What I really love about the APS rights and values is that they encompass all that we do in schools and mean we can focus on
affirming positive behaviours rather than ‘enforcing rules’. For example, if a student is being disruptive and calling out in
class, they can be reminded of the right to learn and being respectful of others. If there is rough play in the yard, students
can be reminded of the right to feel safe and to demonstrate kindness.
I encourage families to discuss the school rights and values with their children and unpack what they mean both at school
and as a member of your family and community.

Year 3/4 Class Support: This week I have commenced my work with students in Years 3 and 4. At this stage I am working
with a group of students from each year level during a maths and English session. Working collaboratively with teachers we
have identified a group of students who we are extending beyond the current curriculum level. This also allows the Year 3
and 4 teachers, Alan, Michael, James, and Greta to focus on specific learning goals for other groups of students in the class.
My first sessions have been very enjoyable, with a focus on individual goals and challenging ourselves to explore difficult
options when working mathematically.

Tutoring Program: Next week all families will receive a Compass Post containing detailed information regarding the roll out
of the Tutor Learning Initiative (TLI) at Alphington this year. We are finalising the recruitment of our 2022 Tutor who will
commence in the role next week with induction, training and meeting with teams and students.
Families of identified students for the first mathematics cycle of the TLI will receive further information regarding the
initiative with specific details about when their child’s sessions will be held. The first cycle of TLI will officially commence on
Monday 28 February and run through until the end of semester one. Teachers of those students participating in the first
semester of the TLI will contact parents to share details of the Individualised Learning Plan goals once they have been
finalised in consultation with the tutor.
Learning Goals – student learning journey: Last Friday on assembly I discussed the concept on ‘the individualised learning
journey’. This is the idea that across all the different disciplines of life, we each have our own strengths and areas for
development. Within these our next steps for learning can be varied and diverse. I talked to students about the fact that my
goal for running, which is a strength of mine, is very different to my piano goal, which is a relatively new skill development
for me. And that we are all at different stages in the vast expanse of our learning journey. As students complete the preassessments which happen at the start of the year, I will continue to focus on the concept of individual goals within each of
our own learning journey, discussing with students and staff.
Have a great week everyone!
Shane Wilkie - Assistant Principal
Year 3 News
Dear Parents/Guardians,
The Year 3 students are going to be starting up a book club for playtime. We think it is important that everyone has the
opportunity to read and relax during recess. We are going to set the book club up on Wednesday and Friday at recess. At the
moment we don’t have any books for the club so we were hoping that we could get some book donations. So if you have any
books that your child is no longer using or grown out of, it would be great if they could be donated. Please drop your
donations off at the office for us to collect.
From Stella, Flo and Olivia 3M

REMINDER - APS Trivia Night - new date of Saturday 2 April
Please put Saturday 2 April in your diary for the 2022 APS Trivia Night!
We are hopeful that the Trivia Night will be able to go ahead this Term but need to monitor the Covid situation over the next
few weeks following the return to school.
Thank you

