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TERM 4 2022
Wed 16 Nov 4.30pm - 6.30pm
Thu 17 Nov 11.45am-1.15pm
Thu 24 Nov
Thu 24 Nov
Sat 26 Nov
Tue 29 Nov
Tue 29 Nov
Thu 08 Dec
Fri 09 Dec
Tue 13 Dec
Thu 15 Dec
Fri 16 Dec
Tue 20 Dec

Writer's and Art Festival
Prep 2023 Transition #3
Year 5 Makers Market - See Adverts below
Prep and Year 1 Twilight Night @ school
STATE ELECTION SAUSAGE SIZZLE
Year 5 Camp - Portsea - Return Friday 2nd December
School Council
Year 2 Sleepover @ School
Reports available on Compass
2023 Year 7 Transition Day (All Year 6's going to State Schools)
Year 6 Graduation Thornbury High School
End of Year Picnic - Alphington Park
Last Day Term 4 - Please note early dismissal - 1.30pm

TERM 1 2023
Fri 27 Jan
Mon 30 Jan
Tue 31 Jan
Wed 01 Feb
Mon 13 Feb

Teachers Commence Term 1 - Student Free Day
Year 1 - Year 6 Student Commence
2023 Prep Students Commence
No Prep Students (First 4 Wednesday are Prep Free Days)
Whole School Photos

NB: Please check Compass for all dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change

School Council approved ‘Student Free Days’ in 2023.
Friday 27 January (mandated)
Monday 24 April (day before ANZAC day and is the first day of term 2)
Monday 10 July (first day of term 3)
Monday 6 November (day before Cup Day).
Common Professional Practice Day TBC (May)
3-Way Conference Day TBC (August)

Commitment to Child Safety.
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.
Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as
well as the safety of children with a disability.
If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website.

Principal Update – Melissa Mackenzie
We are ready for the Art Show/ Writer’s Festival tonight and hope to see you all between 4:30 and 6:30 for this celebration.
The newly opened Main Building has classes work in it so please feel free to wander through and see the new spaces as well
as feeling proud of the writing and artwork our students have produced.
At the end of last week, I attended a Principal Conference with the focus of ‘Leading with Ferocious Warmth’ presented by
Tracey Ezard. She has a lot of thought-provoking workshops challenging us to think about our leadership style and what is
needed with a greater focus on staff and student wellbeing and mental health in these times. I take my learnings and share
them with the Leadership Team and then the School Improvement Team to ensure that best practice is embedded in our
plans for 2023 and beyond. These plans are found in our Annual Implementation Plan which is currently being developed.
This document sets out the goals, targets, Key Improvement Strategies and Activities that we will implement in 2023.
We are noticing students with candy canes at school, either giving them out or sucking on them during the day. This is an
unhealthy practice that we discourage. If students have candy canes, we will expect them to be eaten after school and will
tell the students this. I set you all the challenge of choosing something other than candy canes to give to others if this is what
you are wanting to do.
Have a great week
Melissa Mackenzie
Principal

Assistant Principal Update
Hello everyone,
Welcome to Term 4 Week 7.
On Friday our Year 6 students returned safely from a tiring week at Marysville Camp. Foundation students were off to the
Collingwood Children’s Farm today. All classes are finishing up their Writers Festival and Art Show displays and the Year 5
students are busy with their leadership speeches, which they will deliver tomorrow to the Year 4/5 students and current Year
6 Leaders.
SMART Spelling: Over the final weeks of the term, our staff professional development sessions will focus upon learning
about Smart Spelling. The development of a consistent whole school approach to spelling has been one of our priorities in
2022 and will continue in 2023. This year we have been building staffs’ capability in the teaching and learning of spelling as
well as the development of a common language when teaching spelling.
SMART spelling is a systematic, explicit, and synthetic (SES) phonics approach. It is designed to support teachers in
understanding how phonemes (sounds) and graphemes (letter/s combinations) are used to create words. Spelling is taught
through spelling patterns and regularity and is based around whole words with an emphasis on meaning and vocabulary
development.
SMART is an acronym for the sequence teachers follow to teach words to students (Say, Meaning, Analyse, Remember,
Teach).
If you are interested in learning more about SMART spelling you can visit the website at:
https://www.smartspelling.com.au/home
Foundation Transition: Last week we held our Prep Transition Parent Information session and tomorrow our 2023 Prep
students are onsite for their final transition session. This is a very exciting time for our school as we support students as they
begin their school journey. The current Year 5 students will join the transition students and begin their role as Prep Buddies,
a highly successful program which we are very proud of and that the students highly value.
APS Writers Festival and Art Show: Our Annual Art Show and Writers festival in on tonight from 4:30-6:30. Students writing
will be displayed in classrooms in the Main Administration Building and The Three Level Learning Centre. A map of the
display locations will be included at the entrance to both buildings.

The new library will also be open for families to visit on the afternoon of the event.
Following the success of the Science Expo Scavenger Hunt, families can go on a Scavenger Hunt through the Writing and Art
Displays. With their scavenger hunt clue sheet, a visit to each year level will find the answer to each of the questions.
Families with correctly answered scavenger hunts will go into the draw for some Writing & Art prizes.
Student Wellbeing: The end of the year is often a challenging time for students as they tire and require a little more
structure and support to ensure their emotional and wellbeing needs are being catered for. We are very conscious of this,
and teachers are continuing to plan multiple different learning activities which are fun and engaging. We recognise that the
busyness of school and personal lives impact students in different ways, so teachers are allocating extra time both explicitly
planned and incidentally to hold Circle Times with their classes. This ensures that minor incidents and concerns can be dealt
with and discussed in a safe and supportive environment. Please reach out if your child is experiencing difficulties as we
head into the final half of Term 4.
Enjoy your week.
Shane Wilkie
Assistant Principal

Out of Hours Music Program – OHMP - Reminder 2023 ENROLMENTS ARE NOW OPEN
Congratulations to all the students who performed at the music concert on Sunday. They performed with such confidence.
Thank you also to the teachers for their time getting the students ready.

A special thanks to Rebecca, Astrid, Joanna and all the committee members for
organising the concert and for their work this year.

A reminder that Enrolments for the 2023 Music Program (OHMP) are now open. Please find the enrolment form attached to
this Compass Post. Hard copies are available at the office.
New students are welcome and if you have any queries, please contact the OHMP Committee on alphps.music@gmail.com
Please ensure all enrolment forms are returned to the office by THURSDAY 8th December

Year 5 Makers Market
Thursday 24th November
Dear APS Parents and Carers,
Year 5’s are hosting a marvelous Makers Market on
Thursday 24th of November.
We have been working hard to budget, purchase and put together our own stalls and products.
At our Year 5’s Makers Market, we will have a range of items for students to purchase. Prices range from $1 to $3!
Students will be able to buy two food items and two craft items. The money raised will go towards a charity chosen
by the Year 5 cohort.
During the day, classes will be allocated time slots to visit the BER, where the Makers Market will be held, to
purchase items of their choice. We recommend bringing coins.
A list of all the items has been provided so that you and your child/ren can see what you can buy ahead of time!

Craft

Cost

Food/Beverage

Cost

Yarn bracelets and loom
bands

$1

Brownies

$2

Softies, bookmarks and
badges

$1.50

Jelly Islands

$2

Shrink Keychains

$2.50

Honey Joys

$2

Magnetic Mosaics

$1-$1.50

Caramelised White Chocolate crackle
slice

$2

Rock Art

$2

Peppermint Slice

$2

Slime

$3

Rocky Road

$3

Beauty Bracelets

$2.50

Shortbread Cookies

$2

Rocky Road

$2

Cookie Dough

$2

Tropical Drinks

$2

Chocolate Cookies

$2

Year 5 Markers Market
Families,
We are Rani, Maddy and Jess.
We are going to be selling slime for $3.00 each at the
Year 5 Makers Market.
We would love it if you let your child buy slime from our
stall.
Half the profit is going to our school and the other is
going to a charity.
Thank you!

Wildlife Discovery at Dusk at Alphington wetlands
Wednesday 16 November, 4:30-6pm
Discover the wildlife at Alphington wetlands by joining in a frog walk and talk, meet animals from Animals
on the Move and learn more about frog and platypus food by participating in waterbug discovery.
This is a family friendly event, best suited to children aged 4-12 years (parents or guardians must also
attend).
Bookings essential.
For further information and bookings, visit here:
https://www.mcmc.org.au/29-front-page/front-page-blurb/1163-wildlife-discovery-at-dusk-at-alphingtonwetlands

