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Wednesday 2 November 2022

TERM 4 2022
Mon 07 Nov
Wed 09 Nov
Sun 13 Nov
Wed 16 Nov
Thu 17 Nov
Thu 24 Nov
Sat 26 Nov
Tue 29 Nov
Tue 29 Nov
Thu 08 Dec
Fri 09 Dec
Tue 13 Dec
Thu 15 Dec
Fri 16 Dec
Tue 20 Dec

9.15am - 10.45am
2.00pm - 5.00pm
4.30pm - 6.30pm
11.45am-1.15pm

TERM 1 2023
Fri 27 Jan
Mon 30 Jan
Tue 31 Jan
Wed 01 Feb
Mon 13 Feb

Year 6 Camp - Camp Marysville - Return Friday 11th November
Prep 2023 Transition #2
OHMP Concert
Writer's and Art Festival
Prep 2023 Transition #3
Prep and Year 1 Twilight Night @ school
STATE ELECTION SAUSAGE SIZZLE
Year 5 Camp - Portsea - Return Friday 2nd December
School Council
Year 2 Sleepover @ School
Reports available on Compass
2023 Year 7 Transition Day (All Year 6's going to State Schools)
Year 6 Graduation Thornbury High School
End of Year Picnic - Alphington Park
Last Day Term 4 - Please note early dismissal - 1.30pm

Teachers Commence Term 1 - Student Free Day
Year 1 - Year 6 Student Commence
2023 Prep Students Commence
No Prep Students (First 4 Wednesday are Prep Free Days)
Whole School Photos

NB: Please check Compass for all dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change

School Council approved ‘Student Free Days’ in 2023.
Friday 27 January (mandated)
Monday 24 April (day before ANZAC day and is the first day of term 2)
Monday 10 July (first day of term 3)
Monday 6 November (day before Cup Day).
Common Professional Practice Day TBC (May)
3-Way Conference Day TBC (August)

Commitment to Child Safety.
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.
Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as
well as the safety of children with a disability.
If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website.

Principal Update – Melissa Mackenzie
We began the week with a staff professional learning day. We started with an analysis of the students and parent survey
data. There were some anomalies which require further investigation. Overall, the students feel connected to the school,
they have a strong sense of voice and agency and are motivated and interested to learn. An area to work on is their sense of
learning confidence and their knowing who to seek support from in times of need. The parent survey was also overall very
positive. There were about 30% of families that responded, and the positive opinions were that the students have voice and
agency in the school, their teachers care about their children and there is a strong emphasis on learning success. A couple of
areas to work on are the communication from teachers about each student and the organisational skills of the students. You
can read more about this in Shane’s section.
We also spent time analysing the NAPLAN data which showed positive trends over time despite the dip that was seen during
and following the Covid years. We were particularly interested in the writing results as this is an area we have been working
on over the past few years. A great result was the shift in Year 5 writing, the percentage of students in the top 2 bands of
NAPLAN has moved to 44% which was 22% in 2018. This is one of the targets in the Strategic Plan and Annual
Implementation Plan. Both these documents can be found on the school’s website if you are interested in reading further.
2023 Class requests:
We invite parents to write to me if they have a particular request regarding their child’s class placement for the following
year. This request must be on educational grounds. Requests for a particular teacher will not be considered. If you feel
compelled to make a request, then please ensure it is in writing to myself no later than COB Friday 11 November.
The Year 6 camp and the Year 5 camps are coming up so please ensure you have made payment for your child to attend. We
are noticing an increase in costs mainly from the bus hire and the accommodation. We will review our outdoor education
program next year to ensure that the experiences are accessible for everyone and not cost prohibitive.
Have a great week
Melissa Mackenzie
Principal

Assistant Principal Update
Hello everyone,
Welcome to Term 4 Week 5. I hope families were able to spend some time connecting over the weekend and the
Melbourne Cup Holiday. With a very long term ahead of us, a mini break at this mid-point hopefully will recharge for the final
weeks ahead.

Curriculum Day – Monday 31 October: Staff undertook professional learning as part of our Curriculum Day working
collaboratively in mixed year level teams to analyse our recently released NAPLAN and Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS)
data. Looking for trends from the recently released data we identified some key whole school focus areas that will support
the development of our 2023 Annual Improvement Plan (AIP). Some of the key findings and wonderings for future
development:
•
•
•
•

Continued high performance in Reading
Maintaining our achievement in mathematics, with improvement in the Top Two Bands
Improvement in the overall achievement of our students writing, particularly at Year 5 level
Continue the development of our spelling, grammar and punctuation programs

•
•

Explore ways to communicate students ongoing achievements and individual learning goals with families
Furthering our success around school connectedness and student agency.

The second part of the day had teams continuing the work of developing the 2023 Integrated Inquiry units of work. Working
across F-2, 3/4, and 5/6 teams mapped the sequence of the different key learning areas and capabilities across the year
levels. Teams spent time discussing the units of work that have been planned and reviewing the curriculum content to
ensure that units were engaging and that thoughtful progression across the year meant students had the greatest
opportunities to achieve success.
Semester 2 Reports: To meet the Foundation to Year 10 (F-10) student reporting requirements for Semester 2, Alphington
will provide a written report in digital format for parents or carers. We will also provide families the opportunity to discuss
the school report with teachers, consistent with each school’s usual end-of-year approach the below explanation outline
what a student’s semester 2 academic report will contain.
For English, Mathematics and Personal & Social capability reporting teachers will:
• provide a short description of what was taught
• report achievement by making a teacher judgement against the Victorian Curriculum F-10 achievement standards
(including Towards Foundation Levels A-D)
• report progress since the last time the curriculum area was reported on
For all other curriculum areas delivered the school will provide:
• a short description of what was taught.
• a short comment on progress and achievement in their learning across the semester.
• report achievement by making a teacher judgement against the Victorian Curriculum F-10 achievement
standards for key learning areas as appropriate
English Moderation: This week as part of our staff Professional Learning we are moderating samples of learning in English.
Today staff will be moderating students’ achievement in reading and next week we will focus on writing.
Moderation is the practice of teachers sharing and developing their understanding of what learning looks like by examining
examples of different types and quality of students’ work and comparing these with formal standards and success criteria
(the Victorian Curriculum F-10 Achievement Standards). The practice gives teachers the collaboration structure and
processes to look closely at evidence (student work samples) to establish:
• What is to be learned?
• How is learning progressing?
• What standard has been achieved?
Moderation enables discussion about:
• How to interpret the Victorian Curriculum F-10 Achievement Standards
• What students need to learn to meet Standards
• What success looks like.
World Teachers’ Day: Last Friday 28 October schools across Australia celebrated and recognised the contributions of our
dedicated teachers. As we approach the 12-month mark of returning to onsite schooling following the remote learning
periods during the Covid pandemic lockdowns, it is timely to recognise the efforts of teachers in ensuring the return to
‘normal’ schooling has progressed smoothly. Thank you to all the class liaisons and various parents who led efforts to share
their collective thanks to our wonderful APS teachers.
Enjoy your week.
Shane Wilkie
Assistant Principal

Library News
We are finally in our new whizz-popping, biffsquiggling, fizzwiggling library space and it is the cat’s pyjamas! Students have
discovered all the new and exciting nooks that have been created and feel more inspired to read than ever before. Some of
our featured spaces include Caterpillar Corner, Possum Magic Picture Storyland and The Wall of Wally. My favourite space
would have to be the Rainbow Fish Sea Space. In here you can take your shoes off, pick up a book, kick back in a beanbag and
feel like you’re floating on the sea.
This space encourages our students to take charge of their own borrowing and returning of books. They’re all doing an
amazing job learning to use our borrowing system. The books are enjoying stretching their legs and spreading out. There’s
now plenty of room for the 832 copies of my fave, Bumageddon too!
Keep hunting for any overdue books and continue to bring them in. We are still accepting any donated books you may have
lying around. These can be dropped at the front office.
Thanks again to the families that have dropped off those books that aren’t getting love at home. We love them all here and
promise to care for them. They will be happy in the beautiful new library with plenty of friends.

Here are a few snaps of the new space:

Happy reading,
Lizzy

