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Wednesday 27 July

TERM 3 2022
Tue 02 Aug
Wed 03 Aug
Thu 04 Aug
Thu 11 Aug
Thu 18 Aug
Mon 22 Aug
Tue 23 Aug
Thu 25 Aug
Wed 31 Aug
Mon 05 Sep
Wed 07 Sep
Fri 09 Sep
Thu 15 Sep
Fri 16 Sep
TERM 4 2022
Mon 03 Oct
Mon 31 Oct
Tue 01 Nov

6.30pm
All Day
2.00pm

2.15pm - 3.00pm

7.00pm - 8.30pm

School Council
3 Way Conferences - Teachers/Students/Parents - Children only attend for their conference.
Prep to Year 2 - Mini Athletics Carnival @ Alphington Park
Year 3 - Year 6 Athletics Carnival
IDSSA Basketball Round Robin Day
IDSSA District Athletics
YEAR 6 GRADUATION PHOTOS
Book Week Celebration and Special Persons/Grandparents Day (DRESS UP)
Year 4 Camp - Camp Jungai - Return Friday 2nd Sept
House Colour Run
Divisional Athletics
Student Free Day - PP Day for teachers (Osh Club will be running - book directly)
Yr 2 - 6 Concert (Ivanhoe Girls Grammar)
Last Day Term 3 - Please note early dismissal - 2.30pm

First Day Term 4 - Teachers and Students
Student Free Day
Public Holiday - Melbourne Cup

NB: Please check Compass for other dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change

Commitment to Child Safety.
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.
Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as
well as the safety of children with a disability.
If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website.

Principal Update – Melissa Mackenzie
We were very happy to see the ski camp bus arrive back and congratulated everyone on a successful camp. All the students,
staff and parents who went were grateful for the experience and absolutely loved the opportunity. Again, I’d like to pass my
thanks to everyone who supported this event especially our staff members Jessie L, Shane, Jessie N and Will.
We have seen an increase in the number of Covid cases through the school and I would like to remind parents to monitor
your child closely for symptoms. We will be sending home another round of RATS this week and if you require more for your
child please come and see us at the office. The requirement is to quarantine for 7 days if the child returns a positive RAT
result. If someone else in the house is positive, then the child can still come to school with negative RAT results for 5 days
and mask wearing indoors. After being positive there is no need to complete RAT tests for 4 weeks. Take care everyone.
2-6 Concert 2022: “The Great Primary School Mystery”: The planning is well underway, and the dance/ singing program will
begin in a few weeks for all year 2-6 students. In addition, there are some acting parts which will be filled by Year 6 students.
The audition process for these is being outlined with the students and the script will be distributed today. There are a few
main characters and quite a few smaller parts which the students will have an opportunity to nominate themselves for and
then take part in a spoken audition held by the teachers. There will inevitably be some disappointed students who do not get
the role they want but this will be managed by the year 6 teachers and has been clearly explained to the students.

We have been notified that the crossing at the intersection of Heidelberg Rd and Yarralea St has not had a crossing
supervisor lately. We have notified Yarra Council as have some parents but please take extra care crossing this very busy
road, especially if your children cross without an adult.
Have a lovely week
Melissa Mackenzie
Principal
A message from Osh Club – Hannah and Laura
Please note that due to staff shortages, OSH Club is at capacity for the foreseeable future so please ensure that your
bookings are done well in advance as ‘day of bookings’ will not be accommodated. Also – if you know that your child won’t be
needing care, or if your child is sick, please let Hannah know so that other students can be accommodated for. Thank you –
Osh Club – 0422292533

Assistant Principal Update – Shane Wilkie
Welcome to week 3 of our third term of 2022. Well last week was certainly a highlight for me, as I got to experience an APS
Ski Camp – third time lucky! We were blessed with stunning weather for the entire camp which made the skiing and overall
experience so much more enjoyable. The highlight though was watching the amazing improvements that the students have
as they learn to ski. There were a significant number of first-time skiers so there was plenty of opportunities for adults to
support and witness the excitement and joy as students developed their skills and took on more challenging runs.
A massive thank you to all the parents who came along on ski camp. It truly is like no other camp and without parent
support both on and off the mountain this type of event simply could not happen.
Finally, a big thanks to the teachers who put in long hours both in preparations, and while on camp to ensure students can
get the most out of the experience.

APS Website Launch – NOW LIVE @ https://www.alphinps.vic.edu.au/
We are very pleased to announce that the updated Alphington Primary School website is now live. Please check it out and
take a bit of a tour. The format is now suited to a variety of platforms and works much more smoothly on iOS and Android
devices.
While much of the information about the school has remained similar, we have endeavoured to update the content to
reflect our school’s vision for creating high achieving students who contribute as citizens of our school and the wider
community.

Term 3 Tutor Learning Initiative (TLI): The next round of TLI will commence on Monday 2 August. The focus for the TLI for
this semester is English. Information for parents of those students who have been selected to participate will be sent in the
coming days. Working alongside class teachers, myself and Emily – our TLI Tutor – we will develop Individual Education Plans
(IEPs) for each group of students. The goals for the semester will focus on either reading or writing, or a combination of
both, depending on the needs identified through a range of data analysis.

3 Way Conferences: A reminder that next Wednesday 3 August is a student-free day as we hold our 3-Way Conferences
from 11:45-7:45pm. Conferences are in-person and bookings can be made through Compass. These conferences are an
opportunity for students to share achievements in learning with parents. Students will be guided by teachers in class to
select pieces of work which they are proud of to share with their families at the 3 Way Conferences. With support from
teachers, students will also share learning goals they have identified as their next steps for learning.
CBCA Shortlisted Book Performances: On Thursday 28 July, Meerkat productions will be visiting our school and performing
adaptations of two CBCA shortlisted books; Stellarphant and The Detective’s Guide to Ocean Travel.

Prep-3: Heroes come in all shapes, sizes, and species. Stella wants to be an astronaut. There is only one problem: Stella is an
elephant. Every time she applies to Space Command, they come up with a new reason why she can’t join. But where there is
a will, there’s a way, and Stella is determined to reach for the stars. Does she have the right stuff?
Our adaptation of Stellarphant seeks to flesh out the story written by James Foley. We
have focused on the themes of being determined, problem solving, not giving up and
dreaming big. We follow Stella’s journey from when she first applies to Space Command.
Using James’s illustrations as inspiration, we chose to explore the characters of the
octopus and the sheep more deeply.

Year 4-6: For as long as she can remember, Pepper Stark has wanted one thing: to join her
father, the Captain, aboard the magnificent RMS Aquitania on a voyage to New York. She has
never been allowed to set foot on her father’s ship – until now.

The following themes from the book are reflected in our adaptation: Developing new
friendships, Problem solving, Empathy, Dreams and Aspirations. As the book is over 65,000
words long, we have to choose which parts of the story we can include in our 40-minute stage
play; otherwise you’d be watching all day! The show is performed by two actors. Both
performers play multiple roles using a variety of drama techniques such as: naturalistic acting,
direct audience address, audience interaction, puppetry, mime and movement, plus original
songs, music and sound effects to support the story, create place and clearly demonstrate what
is happening.

The productions are 45 minutes long and feature music and puppetry. They are followed by a 15-minute Q&A with the
performers. We are also thrilled that Nicki Greenberg will join us to watch the adaptation of her book and take part in the
Q&A session.
Have a great week everyone!
Shane Wilkie
Assistant Principal

SRC Update
The Semester 1 reps have had an amazing start to the year:
• creating a new hub space and suggestion box
• organising a PJ Day to raise money and awareness for Kids Under Cover
• having a say in the new library furniture
• assisting in the design process for our new acknowledgment of country sign
• collecting ideas to solve the issues on our turf at break times.
They have also begun planning for bug hotels and a Colour Run – keep an eye out for updates soon!!
We are incredibly proud of the passion and teamwork displayed by this group and can’t wait to see what’s in store next!
Congratulations to the following students who were elected to represent their classes for Semester 2, 2022:
Claire – SRC Support Teacher

Rep 1

Rep 2

1D

Holly T

Lachlan C

1K

Oscar D

Arie J

2J

Archie B

Georgia H

2L

Dash M

Angela Q

2T

Eugene J

Will H

3A

Jessica W

Grace P

3M

April P

Sammie S

4G

Eve H

Vaiva K

4J

Matthew E

Rani C

5BM

Ornella N

Kaylan Q

5D

Angus W

Georgie E

5H

Rani D

Ben T

Year 3 Update

Book Week @ APS
Afternoon folks,
Who’s excited for our special book themed performances tomorrow? Me! I can’t wait. Classes have all been enjoying the two
stories in preparation for tomorrow. Foundation – Year 3 will enjoy seeing Stellarphant come to life and fulfil her dream of
becoming the first elephant Astronaut. I’m sure we can all learn some tips from Stellarphant about persevering and
remaining resilient when life is tricky. The upper levels will get to hop aboard the Aquitania with Pepper Stark and head off to
New York. The Detective’s Guide to Ocean Travel is authored by an APS parent, Nicki Greenberg, who will be attending to
watch the performance with us. It will be a ripper of a day seeing these books come to life.
Who loves making costumes for children? You all do! Hooray! Term 3 is the time for lovers of literature and dressing up to
celebrate. Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) celebrate Book Week on the 20th-26th of August. This year the theme
is ‘Dreaming with eyes open.’ We can all dress up on the 25th August for a delightful book character parade. House colours
are also a great costume idea. I wonder what costumes your teachers will be wearing?
As part of book week, we would be so grateful if yu could donate a favourite book or pick a newbie from Readings or your
fave book seller. Perhaps a grandparent or a special person would like to donate a book and we can pop a personalised
dedication in the front of the book. This is a glorious way to spread books throughout the school.
Readings Kids have removed the postage for our school and ask that in the comments section you add this: Donation for
Alphington Primary School. It will appear as if you are charged for postage, but it will vanish when processed. They are good
eggs at Readings and love supporting school libraries. Link is below for your perusing pleasure.
https://www.readings.com.au/kids
Happy reading costume makers!
Lizzy

Hi parents and guardians,
On the 25th of August we are having a book week celebration and we
recommend that you bring a special person along with you to share a book and
enjoy the afternoon with your child.
This year's theme is… Dreaming With Eyes Open!
We will be very excited to see everyone dress up as their favourite book
character, and if you can’t find a costume, please come in your house colours.
All students will be colouring in some butterfly wings to be displayed in the library on the day.

Grandparents or a Special Person
Where: Alphington Primary School
When: 2:15-3:00 pm August the 25th
__________________________________________
Come and visit school and bring a book for the library. The activities the special people will be participating in are:
● A visit to your child's classroom
● Sharing some work or a book with your child
● Listening to a story in the gym read by the year six house leaders

Bring a book to donate and share!
By Allan and Cooper (year 6)

