
 

 
 

 
 

 

           Edition 19 - 2023 

           Wednesday 12 July 2023 

 
TERM 3 2023 
Wed 12 July     SMILE SQUAD - Dental Program - STARTS (Opt-In) 
Thu 13 July     State Cross Country 
Tue 18 July - 21 July    Ski Camp (Tuesday - Friday) 
Tue 25 July  6.30pm   School Council 
Wed 26 July     Multicultural Day - students can wear colours from their cultural backgrounds. 
Tue 01 August     3 WAY CONFERENCES - Students only attend school for their conference. 
Wed 02 August      APS Senior Athletics Day @ Harriers Track - All welcome to support! 
Fri 04 August      Principal's Day 
Wed 09 August     APS Junior Athletics Day @ Alphington Park - All welcome to support! 
Fri 18 August     Bullying NO WAY! Day 
Tue 22 August  9.00am   Book Week Celebration/Parade - Grandparents/Special Persons invited. 
Mon 21 August     District Athletics 
Tue 22 August  6.30pm   School Council 
Wed 06 September    Division Athletics 
Mon 11 September    Year 4 Camp - Return Wednesday 13th September 
Thu 14 September 7.00pm   Year 2 - 6 Concert (Rehearsal During the Day) 
Thu 14 September    R U OK? Day 
Fri 15 September 2.30pm   Last Day Term 3 (Please note early dismissal - 2.30pm) 
 
TERM 4 2023 
Mon 2 October     Students and Teachers Commence Term 4 
Wed 4 October      Year 6 Graduation Photo 
Wed 11 October    Regional Athletics 
Mon 23 October     Year 3 Camp - Arrabri - Return Tuesday 24th October 
Tue 24 October  6.30pm   School Council 
Thu 02 November    Prep - 1 Concert (PLEASE NOTE NEW DATE) 
Mon 6 November     STUDENT FREE DAY 
Tue 7 November     Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Thu 16 November     Year 2 Sleepover TBC 
Sun 19 November    Alphington Park Wetlands Festival 
Mon 20 November     Year 1 and Year 2 Swimming Program begins (Mondays and Wednesdays) 
Tue 28 November    Year 5 Camp - Portsea - Return Friday 1st December 
Tue 28 November  6.30pm   School Council 
Mon 4 December     Year 6 Camp - Return Thursday 7th December 
Wed 20 December  1.30pm   Last Day Term 4 (Please note early dismissal - 1.30pm) 

 
NB: Please check Compass for all dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change. 

 
 
 
 

Commitment to Child Safety. 
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. 

This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse. 

Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe 
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. 

Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically  
diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a disability. 

If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie 
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website. 

 



Principal Update – Melissa Mackenzie 

Welcome back to Term 3! We have planned another engaging 10 weeks of learning and celebration. Please keep checking the 

calendars for dates and times of upcoming events.  

 

In summary:  

Ski Camp is next week.  

Wednesday 26 July - Multi-Cultural Day where students can come dressed up.  

Tuesday 1 August- 3 Way Conferences where students only attend school for their conference time.  

Wednesday 2 August- Senior (Year 3-6) Athletics @ Harriers Track.  

Wednesday 9 August- Junior (Prep-Year 2) athletics @ Alphington Park.  

From 14 August to end of term- Year 2-6 STOMP dance program.  

Tuesday 22 August from 9am- Book Week Celebration- students can dress up and Grandparents, friends, families welcome;  

Monday 11- 13 September Year 4 camp; and finally  

Thursday 14 September- Year 2-6 performance @ IGGS PAC 7pm.  

 

It is with a heavy heart that I share the sad news of a past APS student tragically passing away over the holidays. The student 

was in year 6 in 2018 and had spent all their primary years with us. Some of us attended the funeral yesterday and paid our 

respects to the family on behalf of the APS community.  

Life is so precious. 

Upcoming changes to NAPLAN reporting:  Ahead of NAPLAN results for students being released from Monday 17 July 2023, 
I’m writing to inform you of some changes to this year’s reporting. These are changes being introduced nationally by the 
Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA). NAPLAN will continue to measure student achievement 
in numeracy, reading, writing, spelling, and grammar and punctuation but the results will now be presented in 4 proficiency 
levels: 

These are: 
· Exceeding 
· Strong 
· Developing 
· Needs additional support. 
 
This change will give schools, parents and carers clearer information that details student achievement against new 
proficiency levels. 
 
Students’ NAPLAN reports will continue to show how they are tracking against their peers and provide an indication of their 
skill levels against national averages and where we would expect them to be in order to get the most out of schooling. This 
provides valuable information to teachers about how we can continue to support your child. 
Each set of NAPLAN results is an important milestone but it’s also important that students know that one result does not 
define them – these results are about making sure every student gets the support they need so they can continue to get the 
best from their learning. 

Please help us to keep the gym floor in good condition: I am appealing to parents to check footwear on PE days. To keep the 

gym floor in good condition it is a requirement that soft-soled shoes be worn to avoid scuff marks on the floor. If students are 

wearing hard soled shoes, they will be asked to complete the lesson in socks or bare feet, which is obviously not ideal.  

Have a great week!  

Melissa Mackenzie 

Principal 

 

 

 



Assistant Principal Update – Shane Wilkie 

Welcome back! I trust Alphington students and their families had an enjoyable break.  

Term 3 promises to be another busy one. 

 

Mathematics Professional Learning Community (PLC):  On Monday staff worked with Callum Shaw from the Department’s 

PLC Team for the Northeast Metropolitan Area. Callum’s role is to support schools in using the PLC model to further support 

teacher development and student growth.  For Term 3 we are focussing on mathematics and numeracy, however we have 

prioritised the inclusion of wellbeing, student voice and student agency within this work Utilising some of our Wellbeing data 

sets we are looking to explore ways to engage students in new and deeper ways, and how we can shift mindsets when 

working mathematical and solving numeracy problems. 

On Monday Callum covered the following with staff: 

- a very brief refresher on the “process” and actions of PLCs 

- activities designed to get staff thinking about the work of PLCs in different ways using some recent research.   

- ways in which we might consider wellbeing and engagement alongside teaching and learning within PLCs (with a 

specific focus on Numeracy)  

- Time to unpack the High Impact Wellbeing Strategies (HIWS) and consider how these might influence the work of 

our upcoming PLC 

- Time for teams to consider what non-academic data they might use alongside academic data within their PLCs  

 

 
 
Semester 2 Tutor Learning Initiative (TLI):  Our next round of tutoring as part of the 2023 TLI program will commence in 
week 3 with the learning focus to continue to be English – reading and writing. Our tutor for semester two, Emily Baldwin, is 
currently supporting teachers in classrooms, however teachers are working in their teams to identify groups of students who 
will be selected to participate in tutoring. It is likely that several of the groups may remain like semester one. Families of 
those selected students will receive further information prior to the commencement of the initiative. 
 
All students selected will receive three 45-minute sessions per week; a combination of in-class and withdrawal sessions. 
Teachers will work with myself and Emily to document each students learning goals as part of their Individual Education Plan 
(IEP). The IEP goals will be shared with parents via email and a phone call from the class teacher. If you have any questions or 
queries about the TLI please do not hesitate to contact me. 



3 Way Conferences:  Teachers will invite parents and students to our 3 Way Conferences which will be held on Tuesday 1 
August from 11:45-7:45pm. These conferences are an opportunity for students to share achievements in learning with 
parents. Students will be guided by teachers in class to select pieces of work which they are proud of to share with their 
families at the 3 Way Conferences. With support from teachers, students will also share learning goals they have identified as 
their next steps for learning.  
 

Ski Camp:  Next week Jessie Neil, Jessie Lewis, Chelsea Bernstein, and I will be attending ski camp with a group of 54 

students and 16 parent volunteers from Year 5/6. The final preparations are being completed and we are all very excited.  

The remaining year 5/6 students will be working with Chiara and Alan. They have developed a curriculum plan for the week 

which will provide some engaging learning opportunities, as well as some inquiry passion project learning.  

Thank you to those parents who are helping and organising catering behind the scenes. 

 

Have a great week everyone! 

Shane Wilkie 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Canteen is back NEXT WEEK – Thursday 20th July. 
 

Canteen will then run every second week. 
(Weeks 2,4,6,8,10). 

Everything is priced between 50c and $2. 
There will be limited stock as we will be running down the existing stock before re-ordering. 

Thank You  
 
 

 
Gymnasium footwear  

To help keep our gymnasium floor in good condition, 
we are asking that all students please wear the correct 
soft soled runners on their designated Sport Days/Gym 

Days. 
Students wearing the wrong shoes (e.g., doc martins, hard soled shoes) will 
be asked to take them off before joining in with gymnasium activities. Thank 

you for your support in keeping the gym floors scuff/mark free. 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 Marketing Team 
 
Hi, we are the Year 6 Marketing Action Team. Our team consists of Mariana, Maddison, Jess, Ruby, Jude and 
George. This semester we were working with the Yarralea and Smart Start kindergartens to build their connections 
with our school. Our whole group would come together and plan out the activities for the kindergartens. Every 
second Friday we went to Yarralea and Smart Start would come to us each fortnight on Wednesday.  
  
All throughout the semester we have been creating/making and doing all sorts of activities such as working our 
way through obstacle courses, colouring, outdoor activities and making play dough, which was very popular! On 
our last day we were lucky enough to receive thank you letters from Smart Start. We presented each kindergarten 
with a certificate, which will be displayed at each kinder. 
  
All the activities were so much fun, and we had a blast! 
 

   

  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Three Way Conferences @ APS ~ Overview 
 

What is a Three Way Conference? 

A Three Way Conference involves the student, teacher and parents/carers. It enables students to develop their capacity to 
reflect on their learning, to celebrate success and to set future learning goals. The structure of the Three Way Conferences also 
helps to strengthen the home/school partnership by giving parents/carers greater insight into their child’s learning. 

 

What is the purpose of Three Way Conferences? 

Assessment is the ongoing process of gathering, analysing and reflecting on evidence to make informed and consistent 
judgments to improve future student learning. There is a range of assessment approaches that inform us of student progress. 
The Three Way Conference focuses on ‘Assessment As Learning’ where 
students reflect and monitor their own progress to help them identify and achieve future learning goals with the support of 
teachers and parents. 

The Three Way Conference, along with the written semester 1 report and your child’s portfolio (Seesaw), forms a 
significant component of our assessment practices at Alphington Primary School. 

 
What will a Three Way Conference look like? 

The length of each conference is 15 minutes. The conference is convened in the student’s classroom, where the student 
shares selected work samples, outlining successes and future learning goals. During this process the teacher and 
parents/carers support the student by clarifying, questioning and prompting. 

Please note that there will be an opportunity for parents to meet with the teacher without the student, in the last 5 minutes of 
the conference, if required. 

 

How can you help to make the conference successful for your child? 
 

1. Adhere to the time frame 
• Please arrive 5 minutes prior to the conference so your child has time to collect their thoughts 
• Leave promptly at the end of the conference to allow the next child to commence on time 

2. Give your child your complete attention for the duration of the conference 
• Make eye contact with your child as they share their work 
• Respond in a positive way, making affirming comments about their learning and asking questions to find 

out more 

3. Talk about the conference again at a later date 

The conference provides an excellent starting point for further family discussion. During the conference you will hear your child talk 
about their learning. These conversations will, no doubt, continue at home. 

 

How might you respond to your child? 

• I really liked it when... 
• You’ve really improved in... 

• I noticed... 
• It was a good idea to... 

 

The type of questions you could ask your child. Foundation – 

Year 2 

• Can you tell me what you have learnt? 

• Is there anything you would do differently next time? 

• What did you like about this activity? 

• What did you find interesting about this activity? Year 3 - Year 6 

• Where did you get the idea for this piece of work? 

• Why have you chosen this piece of work to share with us? 

• Can you tell me what you have learnt? 

• If you did this task again what might you do differently or change? 

• What did you find interesting about this activity? 
 

We trust that your involvement in the Three Way conference will be an enjoyable experience for you and your child. We 
look forward to celebrating your child’s learning alongside you. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

THE SMILE SQUAD 

DENTAL PROGRAM 

STARTS TODAY  

 
Please follow the link below to fill in the consent form for your child to be 
included in this free service.  
 

https://dentalhealthservicesvictoria.snapforms.com.au/form/sdp-consent-form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Week is coming up! 

 
Book Week runs from 21st August. At APS, we will celebrate book week on Tuesday 22nd August 

from 9.00am. Students are welcome to dress up as their favourite book character.  

 

Grandparents, Special Persons, and families are invited to see the Parade from 9.00am. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yarralea Children’s Centre 
 
Yarralea Children's Centre is celebrating 10 years of Bush Kinder this year!  

 

As part of our celebration, we'd love to collate your and your children's memories of Bush Kinder. Photos 

or written memories are both very welcome and would be gratefully received if you could please send 

these to social@yarralea.com.au. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://dentalhealthservicesvictoria.snapforms.com.au/form/sdp-consent-form
mailto:social@yarralea.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


