
 

 
 

           Edition 10 - 2023 

           Wednesday 5 April 2023 

 
TERM 1 2023 
Thu 06 April  2.30pm   Last Day Term 1 (Please note early dismissal - 2.30pm) 
 
TERM 2 2023 
Mon 24 April     STUDENT FREE DAY 
Tue 25 April     Anzac Day Public Holiday  
Wed 26 April     Students Commence Term 2 
Thu 04 May     APS Fun Run 
Mon 15 May     Education Week - "Active Learners: Move, Make, Motivate" 
Wed 17 May      APS OPEN DAY 
Fri 19 May      STUDENT FREE DAY - Common Professional Practice Day 
Mon 12 June     King's Birthday Public Holiday 
Fri 23 June  2.30pm   Last Day Term 2 (Please note early dismissal - 2.30pm) 
 
TERM 3 2023 
Mon 10 July      STUDENT FREE DAY 
Tue 11 July     Students Commence Term 3 
Tues 18 July - 21 July    Ski Camp (Tuesday - Friday) 
Fri 15 Sept  2.30pm   Last Day Term 3 (Please note early dismissal - 2.30pm) 
 
TERM 4 2023 
Mon 2 October     Students Commence Term 4 
Thu 26 October     Prep - Year 1 Concert TBC 
Mon 6 November     STUDENT FREE DAY 
Tue 7 November     Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Mon 4 December     Year 6 Camp 
Wed 20 December  1.30pm   Last Day Term 4 (Please note early dismissal - 1.30pm) 

 
NB: Please check Compass for all dates/times including excursions and incursions. All dates are subject to change. 

 
 
School Council approved ‘Student Free Days’ in 2023.  

Monday 24 April (day before ANZAC day and is the first day of term 2) 

Friday 19 May (Common Professional Practice Day)  

Monday 10 July (first day of term 3) 

Monday 6 November (day before Cup Day).  

3-Way Conference Day TBC (August) 

 
 

Commitment to Child Safety. 
Alphington Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. 

This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 
Alphington Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse. 

Alphington Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe 
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. 

Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as 
well as the safety of children with a disability. 

If there are any concerns or questions regarding Child Safety procedures, please see Melissa Mackenzie or Shane Wilkie 
Our Child Safe Policy and our commitment and code of conduct is available on the website. 

 



 

Principal Update – Melissa Mackenzie 

The last newsletter for the term and what an amazing term it has been. All students have settled into routines and are doing 

their best learning. We have managed to have a lot of extra activities as well, providing different learning opportunities and 

listening to our students about the things they like to be learning. As I sit here writing there is a mechanical buzz as the soft 

fall is blown into the new Prep/Year 1 play equipment. This finishes this area, and it looks fantastic. The students will be able 

to enjoy this space from now on. The money for this project was raised in the 2018 and 2019 Fairs and added to over the last 

few years. The fundraising efforts of our community enable us to keep the school looking fresh and upgrade the older 

aspects of the school.  

 

Today we celebrate maths learning with a family afternoon. We’ll start with an information session in the staff centre and 

then families are invited to visit their child class to watch maths in action. We are starting lunch today with “APS Greatest 

Shave” with many of our older students shaving their heads and raising over $3000 for the cause. It is a fine example of 

students taking action to support others.  Tomorrow we will have a short assembly at 9am to round off the term and we 

finish the day at 2:30pm tomorrow. 

  

Thanks to all the parents and carers who have provided the school with support this term. Whether it be parent helping, 

supporting with excursions, supporting the Fair or in the many other ways parents are involved. We thank you for your 

efforts and really appreciate the support you provide. 

 

APS FAIR profit: We have made all the payments and received all the revenue from the Fair. We can announce that this 

year’s Fair raised an amazing $38,139. This money will be used to supplement the school funds supporting the programs we 

choose to have like 1-1 devices. The remainder will go towards the new Year 3/4 play equipment. We also have the $13,250 

from the Colour Run last year so we are getting ready to make decisions about the equipment.  

The process I choose to go through is to involve the students choosing equipment they would like. I will gather a small group 

of Year 3/4 representatives and support them in gathering the ideas from all Year 3/4 students. We’ll then meet with 

companies and see what we can get with the money we have. I am expecting that the whole project will cost around 

$70,000. I’m hopeful that we can make these decisions and put the order in next term as there is a long lead time for the 

equipment. 

 

This is a reminder to parents who have not yet paid the school charges. At Alphington we choose to provide all the items 

students need for their learning and most parents understand this and pay the charge. In addition, we offer 1-1 devices at 

school and ask for parents to make a contribution towards this. Other schools ask parents to buy their own items through a 

booklist and also have a ‘Bring Your Own Device’ program with parents expected to buy a particular device for their child to 

use at school. To date we have chosen to ask parents to pay the school to purchase these things, so every child has the same 

materials and access. If you haven’t yet paid, please do so at your earliest convenience.  

 

The Excursion and Incursion Levy is a user pay charge. If you have not paid this your child will not be able to attend the 

excursions/ incursions.  

 

I wish you all a happy and safe restful break. 

 

Melissa Mackenzie 

Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Assistant Principal Update – Shane Wilkie 

Hi all and welcome to the final week of the term. It has been an extremely busy yet wonderful first term. A few highlights 

from the start of 2023: 

• An amazing Fair for the first time since 2019 

• Success at all levels of swimming, including a silver and bronze medal in the 10-year-old relay at Regional Trials 

• Starting the year with a fully upgraded and completed new school following 2 years of construction. 

• The completion of the next stages of our play equipment upgrades – Year 3/4 edging and the Prep/1 playground 

upgrade – we’re very excited about designing the new play equipment in Term 2 with students.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope that everyone gets the opportunity to celebrate the Easter holiday period with family and friends, safe and healthy. 

See you in Term 2 

Term 2 Curriculum Planning: This week year level teaching teams have been released during staff meetings and their weekly 

planning time to prepare their term 2 curriculum unit overviews. This process involves reviewing the whole school 

curriculum plan for each of the curriculum subjects of English, Mathematics, Wellbeing, and Integrated, referencing the 

Victorian curriculum for the relevant year level, as well as looking at the curriculum content descriptions and elaborations for 

the year towards and beyond.  Teachers then design the lesson sequence, including the learning intentions, success criteria, 

key questions, assessment tasks and areas for differentiation.  

 

Over the past three years we have continued to refine our planning documentation, ensuring we are articulating the 

Victorian Curriculum and aligning our pedagogy to our vision for teaching and learning at APS. We have had a strong focus on 

creating rich and authentic learning experiences that are engaging for students and develop student voice and agency. 



This week I was invited to attend the Year 4 Shark Tank presentations. Students worked in small groups to create a fidget toy 

that could be used to support student health and wellbeing.  

 

This unit was highly engaging for students and reflected our curriculum teaching and learning vision. Students worked 

collaboratively on a real-life project that integrated a number of curriculum learning areas. The speaking and presentation 

skills demonstrated by students was exceptional for Year 4 students.  

 
APS Family Mathematics Afternoon Thank you to those families who attended today’s maths afternoon. It was fantastic to 
see so many faces and we trust you enjoyed participating in the various tasks. We also hope you got an insight into the 
teaching of mathematics at APS, including how we endeavour to create rich and engaging tasks that are differentiated to 
ensure all learners needs are met.  
 
A big thank you to the students from Years 3, 4 and 5 who bravely volunteer during the information session, sharing some of 
their mathematical learning with families. 
 

Class Splits:  In previous newsletters I have discussed our process for splitting classes when we are unable to secure a Casual 

Relief Teacher (CRT) due to staff absence. Recently there have been occasions when we were unable to get a CRT. This 

meant we did a class split.  I would like to acknowledge teachers who are flexible and adaptable to ensure that for those 

couple of classes who were split, we were able to do it across their year level and all students continued their curriculum 

program as planned.  

 

Term 2 and 3 are traditionally terms when we see an increase in staff absence due to the cooler months. Coupled with staff 

leave entitlements and the ongoing staffing challenge sin education we envisage that we will need to split classes at times.  

We do not split Prep classes while they settle into school and develop their routines. We also endeavour not to split year 

levels where there are only two classes. Fortunately, we have a few year levels with small class sizes which can be effectively 

merged and continue with their curriculum programs. 

 
Have a great break everyone! 

Shane Wilkie - Assistant Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World’s Greatest Shave 
Our brave Year 6’s shaved or coloured their hair as part of the  

World’s Greatest Shave fundraiser. Well done to you all!  

Please donate if you can: 

https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/TeamFundraisingP

age.aspx?teamID=142424&langPref=en-CA 

https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?teamID=142424&langPref=en-CA
https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?teamID=142424&langPref=en-CA


Child Safety at APS 
In recent weeks, the APS staff, leadership and a selection of Year 6 students have been working to update and review the 
Alphington Primary Commitment to Child Safety. Reflecting on the actions of the school, staff and students to create a safe, 
welcoming and accepting school culture and environment. It’s been particularly wonderful to hear the year 6 students’ 
thoughts about how teachers and students can act to promote the health, safety and wellbeing of all children and young 
people involved in our community.  
  
A reminder that if you are a volunteer once or regularly, you need to sign the Child Safe Code of Conduct annually. This can be 
done at the office when you show your WWCC and sign in.  
  
You can view the school’s Child Safe policy, and other connected policies on the Alphington Primary School website: 
https://www.alphinps.vic.edu.au/community/policies/  
  
If you have any feedback about any of our child safe policies please contact the school 
at alphington.ps@education.vic.gov.au – subject: “Attention Policy Feedback”. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alphinps.vic.edu.au%2Fcommunity%2Fpolicies%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLauren.vanKemenade%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8eda23f70b484f7b3fe008db358ac850%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638162642409847013%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CR%2F7PkZV9a2ojIZ%2BgoFG2oIphvpO9N9KzygloEUDFHs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:alphington.ps@education.vic.gov.au?subject=Attention%20Policy%20Feedback


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOST PROPERTY  

There is a large amount of lost property that will be laid out 

tomorrow for collection.  

All unnamed items left over will be  

donated to charity tomorrow. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Reminder - OHMP – MUSIC PROGRAM 
Interested in singing lessons? 
The APS Out of Hours Music Program (OHMP) has received recent enquiries for singing lessons. The 
Committee would be delighted to expand the program to include voice.  
  
If you are interested in singing lessons for your child, please let us know. It is easier to attract teachers if 
we have 4-5 students interested. 
  
OHMP Committee   
AlphPS.Music@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:AlphPS.Music@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parkside Junior Football Club 

Thinking of playing footy this season? We are especially looking for U8s boys and U10 girls 

to fill our teams at Parkside.  You can register on  

PlayHQ https://www.playhq.com/afl/org/parkside-junior-football-club/2c5866c5/register 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.playhq.com/afl/org/parkside-junior-football-club/2c5866c5/register


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


